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APPROPRIATION (RECURRENT 2017–18) BILL 2017 
Third Reading 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Housing) [6.00 pm]: On behalf of the Treasurer, I move — 

That the bill be now read a third time.  

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 7.00 pm 

DR M.D. NAHAN (Riverton — Leader of the Opposition) [7.00 pm]: If it is relevant, I am not the lead speaker 
on the Appropriation (Recurrent 2017–18) Bill 2017. I understand that we have only 15 minutes to speak on the 
third reading of this bill. I will go through it. This is a very important budget. It was the first budget of the new 
McGowan government and it sets a pattern of where it is going. In our time in government, we went through a very 
difficult time in our state. We had a lot of demand for services. We expanded them significantly. We had a lot of 
demand for capital. We also had some real shocks to the economy. The investment boom grew and declined; the 
production boom did not come on as much; we had, of course, the rise in a new, unique source of revenue to 
Western Australia in iron ore royalties; and there was the related decline in GST. They put real pressures on the 
management of the state of Western Australia. 

The new government won an overwhelming mandate for a variety of things, including coping with the fiscal 
stresses that are facing the state. One of the biggest challenges our government faced, which was highlighted in 
the debates over the last three or four years but particularly in the Pre-election Financial Projections Statement 
put out by Treasury, was the need for a debt reduction strategy. It was widely debated. The Liberal Party put 
a proposal to the people of Western Australia and it was not accepted. The Labor Party won the election in 
a landslide. However, it did not have a real debt reduction strategy, and it shows. 

[Quorum formed.] 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: The aggregates show — 

A government member: You didn’t get anybody in here! 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: It is the government’s job. 

A government member: Nobody’s interested in what you’ve got to say. 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: The member for Willagee is. He is sitting in the Premier’s seat and listening. 

Mr R.H. Cook: What about your people? What about the troops? 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: Members opposite disrupt me! 

Mr R.H. Cook: Press on. 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: Here we go. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms S.E. Winton): Thank you, members! 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: The aggregates for the budget show that. The Pre-election Financial Projections Statement 
had debt going from $37.4 billion in 2017–18 to $41.1 billion in 2019–20 as far as it went. This budget shows that 
the debt goes up in 2017–18 by $500 million and in 2019–20 it goes up to $43.8 billion—a $2.7 billion increase. 
Treasury told us in the PFPS that debt was too high. It was particularly a risk because, to a large extent, it is a large 
number. Interest rates are at a record low right now. Treasury argued strongly—it warned both parties—that we 
needed to do something about debt. This budget does not do that; debt goes up to $43.8 billion and there is no 
apparent plan for the government to pay it down like a mortgage or otherwise or, indeed, to cap it. That is a real 
weakness of this budget. In the budget a whole range of revenue was brought forward from 2016–17 to 2017–18 to 
adjust the deficits around those two years to make it look a little better, but in reality 2017–18 will have the highest 
deficit ever in Western Australia’s history—$2.6 billion once properly adjusted. The deficit in 2016–17, which at 
one time when we brought down the budget was supposed to be $3.9 billion, came in at $2.2 billion. In other 
words, debt is going up to the highest level and the deficit is expected to be the highest in history. That does not 
illustrate a coherent plan to reduce debt and deficit, which is needed. One of the major reasons for that is that 
revenue has deteriorated across the board, particularly own-source revenue, but not as high as the government has 
indicated. I am sure that my colleague, the member for Bateman and shadow Treasurer, will deal with some of 
those. The reality is that the government went into the campaign with and has booked in this budget $3.7 billion 
of additional expenditure, all by increasing debt, and none of it was really affordable. That is the challenge the 
budget has. 
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My major concern, going through both estimates and the budget, is that I do not think the forward estimates beyond 
2017–18 are credible at all. Just to indicate how significant this is, the budget forecasts after 2017–18 show no 
growth or a decline in expenditure for every major essential service. Health spending after 2017–18 decreases in 
nominal terms by 10 per cent. During our watch, the lowest we got revenue to grow in any one year was 
4.8 per cent. The last three years of this budget forecast that health expenditure will decrease by over three per cent 
a year. That is a seven per cent turnaround. That is simply and utterly impossible. We can look at spending in 
education, mental health, child protection, corrective services and police—all those areas have recurrent 
expenditure after 2017–18 that is declining in real terms. How can the government do that? The government does 
have a lot of plans underway. It is not the wages policy that is doing that—the wages policy is a $1 000 increase 
per year per employee, so it is going up a bit but not significantly. There are some redundancies built into that, 
which will pay off over time. There are a few other efficiencies in a few places, but it is completely impossible to 
believe, given the policies the government has put in place, that it can lead to or sustain real reductions in 
expenditure in every essential service across government for three years. It is impossible to believe that, not this 
year but the following year, hospital spending as forecast in the budget will go down by over three per cent, or that 
school and corrective services expenditure will go down. It is just not believable. What is going on? I assume that 
the government is banking on a large windfall in GST or something else because it will either have to make some 
total revision to the budget or find some other source of revenue, or in about a year’s time the budget will 
haemorrhage. No matter how good the government’s financial management is, it is not possible in this state to 
restrain expenditure across all services below population growth and inflation. So what will happen? The result 
will be more debt. It will be impossible to meet these expenditure commitments, and not many other revenue 
sources are available to the government, so there will be a large increase in deficits and a growth in debt. 
The $3.7 billion includes a range of capital expenditure for Metronet but, as I indicated in the matter of public 
interest today, it does not include any expenditure for the election commitments for the Ellenbrook rail line, the 
Byford rail extension, the Karrinyup train station, medihotels, the Joondalup Health Campus expansion, the 
Geraldton Hospital expansion, the Bunbury Hospital expansion, the Collie Hospital expansion, and the solar farm 
and biomass plant in Collie. I do not know what those would add up to, but it would be many billions of dollars. 
I assume the government will meet those commitments, and some will go past the forward estimates, which is, to 
some extent, fair enough, but my point is that the government needed to go into the budget with a debt reduction 
strategy, and it chose not to. This budget shows debt and deficit growing to historic levels, and they will not level 
off, even on the basis that the last three years of the forward estimates are complete fiction. They are not even 
close to being possible to meet, and therefore something has to give. Expenditure will grow. Even if the Treasurer 
is as successful in tightening expenditure as he is committed to—good luck to him—he simply cannot hold every 
essential service, from mental health to child protection, to corrective services, police, education and health, down 
to negative growth for three years in a row, especially when it is assumed that population growth, which is very 
slow now, will go back to 1.8 per cent a year. 
We expect that later on, unless the government gets some exogenous manna from heaven—manna from 
Turnbull—in GST, the budget beyond next year will be merely fiction, and something has to give. We will look 
forward to suggestions that, as the Treasurer indicated to us during the policy debate, he expects to be a Treasurer 
who does not experience windfall revenue and struggles to meet budgetary requirements. All I can say is welcome 
to the team; so did I. I know how difficult it is, and the government has done many good things in expenditure 
restraint, but even if money does flow from the GST, it will not flow within the next four years, and if the 
commonwealth is generous enough to give the government additional capital money, it will go below the line as 
capital. The government has to look at realistically pricing the forward estimates or else it will experience large 
and increasing deficits. 
Another factor I would like to indicate is that this budget is predicated on taking over $800 million out of the 
government trading enterprises in dividends, special dividends and non-special payments. That is possible, but it 
will leave particularly the electricity industries thin on the ground with no residual capital. If there is a shock to 
any of the enterprises—a plant falls over or a cooling tower falls over—there will be a large expansion in the need 
to pump public capital into the businesses. The government will have pulled massive amounts of money out of 
those businesses, none of which, other than the Water Corporation, are really profitable or very strong. That is 
another challenge for the government. 
This is an important budget, but the work has hardly begun. Debt will be increasing to historic proportions, 
especially given Treasury’s comment from way back in January about the need for debt restructuring. If this is 
looked at objectively and honestly, unless the government receives a GST windfall, we will see debt growing 
towards $50 billion in the not-too-distant future. The only way the government can handle this is to go back and 
look objectively at its election commitments, and cut some of them when it knows that it cannot meet them. The 
government cannot meet $5 billion worth of expenditure and run a viable debt and deficit reduction strategy. It 
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made the promises, and I know it is very painful. We had to do the same thing with MAX light rail and the 
Ellenbrook line. We made the right decisions then, and the government will have to do the same things here. It 
over-promised; it does not have the money, and debt will scream towards $50 billion. 
MR D.T. PUNCH (Bunbury) [7.17 pm]: I rise to speak to the third reading of the Appropriation (Recurrent 2017–18) 
Bill 2017. I was really happy to hear earlier the commentary from some of the members opposite about how they 
enjoyed the budget estimates process. I am hoping that some of that enjoyment came out of examining the budget 
in detail because what a great budget this is! It has everything: clear objectives, fiscal responsibility, jobs, delivery 
on election commitments, a budget repair strategy to address the mess left by members opposite, and a plan to 
address net state debt. Even though members opposite do not want to see that, it is there. It is a plan delivered by 
a united team, with united purpose and united resolve. The debt and deficit are only growing because when we 
take over a runaway freight train speeding down the hill, we do not slam on the brakes and put everybody through 
the front window. The budget must be managed gradually. The stimulus must be kept going so that the state does 
not stop. Members opposite would have the state stop completely. I know that it is a good budget, because the 
opposition is intent on wrecking it. It is doing everything to wreck it, because it is such a good budget. The member 
for Kalgoorlie is looking happy because he knows that I am right. I am privileged to be a member of this house 
and part of a government that has delivered a responsible budget that shares the load of budget repair. Unlike 
members opposite, who want to be a bit selective on this, the government set out to share the pain of dealing with 
the mess that was left behind. The budget is based on logic, strategy and fairness, and I congratulate the Treasurer. 
This budget provides certainty that this government stands for jobs and a positive future for our community. 
Against this certainty, I am proud that the plan for my electorate—the plan for Bunbury—is up and running. We 
know that when Western Australia prospers, as it should under this budget, my electorate will prosper. When 
Western Australia is under a cloud, Bunbury is under a cloud. This budget sends a very clear message that this 
government thinks before it acts, and has a plan for the future of our state that will provide certainty for investment 
and certainty for Bunbury. It is not just me who is saying that. On Tuesday, 12 September 2017, the 
Bunbury Herald published an article titled “Budget offers Bunbury ‘foundation’ for growth: What’s in it for us?” 
The people of Bunbury and the Herald, which is a very fine newspaper—it is one of three excellent newspapers 
in Bunbury—clearly share the vision. I am very grateful to the Minister for Planning and the Minister for 
Regional Development. The Minister for Regional Development came down to address 95 people from the 
business community. Never had we had such a large business breakfast in Bunbury. Their questions were all 
incredibly supportive. People could recognise what the budget is trying to achieve and the logic behind it. I am not 
quite sure what the business community will make of today’s events when they read all about the budget-wrecking 
proposals delivered by an opposition that clearly is a bit anxious about the quality of our budget. 
I will talk a little bit about the budget’s implications for my electorate. We have heard a lot about the macro view 
of the budget but I am very pleased that, in the lead-up to the budget, all of our Local Projects, Local Jobs funding 
commitments for Bunbury were met and will provide sustainable, long-term benefits. I heard a little whisper earlier 
that this was simply a vote-buying exercise. I do not think the community organisations in my electorate view it 
that way at all. They view it as a valuable contribution to helping them achieve good outcomes at a community 
level. Projects such as the Bunbury Speedway make a massive economic benefit to our region, but it has been 
struggling for a little bit of money for minor infrastructure. The Leschenault Community Nursery provides 
a fantastic venue for volunteerism, particularly for people who have a range of difficulties and who do not have 
a lot of opportunities to engage socially. It enables people to come together for a purpose—to provide local, native 
plants in a very cost-effective way. Doors Wide Open is a volunteer group that supports positive action to deal 
with our meth plan. Milligan Community Learning and Resource Centre supports young mums in our community. 
Funding also went to sporting and recreational groups. Funding enabled shade access to be provided for seniors at 
the Bunbury Bowling and Social Club. We are keen to make sure that seniors stay active as far as possible, yet we 
have neglected to provide basic facilities that enable people to stay active, and particularly to recreate. New radio 
equipment will be provided to the Bunbury Volunteer Marine Rescue service and powerboat clubs to improve 
safety on the water. The scheme also directly supports culture and the arts, such as the Philharmonic South West 
and a range of other groups, to help build the vibrancy of Bunbury’s cultural scene. 
Local Projects, Local Jobs provided the support desperately needed by smaller organisations that have a big impact 
on Bunbury and Dalyellup, and it was delivered as promised. It is about the government being prepared to act. In 
the run-up to the state election campaign in late 2016, I found a new announcement from the government of the 
day—the Liberal–National government—for a mental health facility in Bunbury. It was originally promised in 
2013 and it was re-promised in 2016. It was reported in the paper as a clearly recycled promise. We are 
a government that is prepared to act. It is quite clear from previous experiences that a fair bit of recycling of 
commitments has been going on. 
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Coming back to the detail of the “Plan for Bunbury”, it was a platform that we took to the election. Prior to the 
election, our opponents said we would never deliver it. The communities of Dalyellup and Bunbury had different 
ideas and I am very pleased that in this budget we are now able to return the trust that the electorate 
overwhelmingly placed in us. On the jobs front, we will continue to support efforts to reinvigorate the central 
business district with improved signage and marketing. Going through the Bunbury CBD is a very good alternative 
scenic route down to Margaret River. There are some fantastic coffee shops and restaurants, and local people 
provide great experiences. The budget provides $200 000 towards signage at the entrance to Bunbury. The local 
retail community has got behind it and I am very pleased that the City of Bunbury has also decided to make parking 
free for two hours in the CBD. It is a great effort from local government, the retail sector and the state government. 
Bunbury’s CBD is a great place for retail therapy. It is far more than a shopping centre; it is a place for shopping 
experiences. It also drives economic prosperity and jobs in Bunbury. It is a major employer. 
Mr B. Urban interjected. 
Mr D.T. PUNCH: It certainly does; well done. 
The budget also commits to the transformation of Bunbury’s waterfront spaces, with stage 2 of the project set to 
proceed. I acknowledge that the National Party got behind this project in Bunbury, but I am very pleased that the 
second stage is up and running. We have a commitment to advance the planning for stage 3. It is moving rapidly 
to a business case to ensure that former industrial port land is converted into a contemporary marine and mixed-use 
precinct linked back visually to the CBD. This project will help to make the CBD hum. For stage 2 and the required 
planning for stage 3, $34.4 million has been committed. I can tell members that people in Bunbury are really 
excited about this budget commitment. The Bunbury development committee will oversee the transformation. It 
has been charged with responsibility for planning and coordinating these major redevelopments and making sure 
that the works strategically link to the creation of a prosperous and vibrant city-centre environment. I keep coming 
back to this point: that the budget for Bunbury is not just about funding projects; it is about delivering a strategy 
for jobs, prosperity and amenity. That is reflected right through the state budget as a whole. 
The Bunbury development committee will also have the job of supporting the future development of major centres 
around Bunbury, at Glen Iris and Withers. The centres will provide high amenity, affordable suburbs for families 
in Bunbury. Businesses at Halifax Business Park are also set to benefit, with $3 million for improvement works. 
Halifax Business Park is a hidden treasure field of job potential, with all manner of businesses currently located 
there, but it is seriously undervalued due to basic infrastructure shortfalls. This budget goes a long way towards 
addressing those shortfalls and ensuring Halifax can fulfil its potential, attract new investment and generate more 
jobs for my community. 
The port of Bunbury is also a big winner and I hope that the state will be a big winner out of recognising its 
potential. We went to the election with a bold vision for the port, putting it firmly in the frame of the state freight 
strategy. The port has the potential to deliver roll-on, roll-off cargoes, export-related manufactured products and 
containers. This budget allocates $500 000 to scope out the work to enable the port to seize the potential, 
complemented by $12.5 million of funding as a state–federal contribution to the completion of planning works for 
Bunbury Outer Ring Road. The project is fully supported by the federal government because it can see the 
potential. The McGowan Labor government has the vision to take the Bunbury port forward to fulfil its potential 
and drive new investment. 
I also want to talk about the Australind train service. The Australind, as we know it today, was a Labor initiative 
of 1986—1986! It is 31 years old. Even though people in Bunbury have grown up with the Australind, they have 
not seen an ounce of change to the service in that time. I am proud that this budget signals a new Australind on the 
tracks, with a focus on reduced journey times, and better scheduling and service. Prior to the election, our 
opponents offered up a study for a long–term fast train service. Things do not go very fast on the back of a study. 
This government is about action and delivery, and the new Australind will provide new opportunities for tourism 
and business-related travel. 
The budget also delivers long-needed improvements to sporting facilities in Bunbury and Dalyellup. This includes 
$4 million towards improving infrastructure and safety at the Hay Park sporting complex. This will fund lighting, 
to extend the use of ovals in an area that is pressed for time, and will cover open drainage ditches as a starting 
point. The Dalyellup Beach Surf Life Saving Club will also be able to move out of its rusty sea containers and into 
a purpose-built facility, with $300 000 allocated to support the build. It is not a Taj Mahal; it is a basic, workable, 
functional shed that will meet the club’s needs for the next five to 10 years. It is incredibly happy with that. We 
will also provide another $200 000 to improve accessibility of sport for seniors. 
The budget contains an $11 million education package for Bunbury education facilities, including a new science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics centre for Newton Moore Senior High School, $5 million for canteen 
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and domestic science facilities at Bunbury Senior High School and $3 million for new classrooms at 
South Bunbury Primary School, together with our commitment for additional education assistants. 
I am especially proud of this government’s commitment to the methamphetamine action plan. While I was 
doorknocking my electorate, I heard many stories from families impacted by meth addiction. As part of the overall 
state response, the budget commits $18 million for a residential addiction and rehabilitation centre for the south 
west, which complements the commitment we have made to Doors Wide Open. 

This budget recognises families, especially young families, in Dalyellup, with $1.5 million allocated for new 
family support services, which are much needed in a suburb with few support services and a lot of young families. 
This is a very good budget for the state of Western Australia and for my electorate of Bunbury. It is delivering the 
foundations for jobs, building better services for my community and meeting the hopes and aspirations of many 
members of the Bunbury–Dalyellup area. It has received widespread endorsement locally. I hope that members 
opposite, notwithstanding their critiques, will support the budget, although they have made it clear today that they 
are into a little bit of budget wrecking. They may not agree with our strategy but we do have a plan. It is a plan 
that is about taking it slowly and steadily, turning that freight train, slowing it down and getting debt under control. 
It is a budget for the times that we live in. We should take every opportunity to collectively address the fundamental 
problem, which is the federal government’s lack of action on the GST. 
MR D.C. NALDER (Bateman) [7.31 pm]: I stand to address the Appropriation (Recurrent 2017–18) Bill 2017. 
I would like to share a few things. I found some of the commentary made by the member for Bunbury of particular 
interest. I state at the outset that the McGowan government misled the people of Western Australia throughout the 
election campaign, it misled the people of Western Australia in the lead-up to the budget and it is misleading the 
people of Western Australia in this budget. I am going to step through exactly what it has done and point out to 
this house some of the deceptive behaviour that has been undertaken by the Labor Party in Western Australia. It 
is disgraceful. During the election campaign, the Premier said that there would be no new taxes and no increases 
in taxes. He said that the Labor Party would pay down debt like a mortgage and that the state would be back in 
surplus by 2019–20. He made $5 billion worth of election commitments. He also said that any revenue measures 
that the state would undertake would be spelt out clearly for the people of Western Australia before the election. 
That is a fact. That is what he said in the lead-up to the election. It cannot be questioned. 
Following the election, and in the period leading up to the budget, we heard about the $5 billion worth of revenue 
writedowns. The reality is that this was purely a precursor and a softening up of the community to try to justify 
breaking a core election promise around no new taxes or no tax increases. Let me just touch on this $5 billion 
worth of revenue writedowns. That was manufactured to deliver this outcome of $5 billion. That is my claim, and 
now I will back it up. One of the measures that was talked about is that there was a shock in the GST. In one of 
the line items in budget paper No 3—members can take a look because we followed it up in estimates—refers to 
the fact that the budget forecast 38 cents in the dollar for GST and the state is receiving only a paltry 34.4 cents in 
the dollar. The Labor Party said that there is a revenue writedown. That is correct, but it failed to admit that the 
commonwealth government provided a top-up grant, which is also revenue, on the other side. So, there was no 
revenue writedown as a result of the budget dropping to 34.4 cents in the dollar. It was balanced out by the 
commonwealth government. I am putting this on the record so members can check it out. 
The second measure is to do with iron ore prices. It was admitted during estimates that the government has decided 
to change the methodology for forecasting iron ore prices. This does not change the actual price that will drive 
revenues. The Labor Party has decided to take a more conservative approach to forecasting iron ore prices in the 
out years. That has an impact of reducing the forecast revenue by $977 million—nearly $1 billion. It is not real, 
because the real thing is still to come. This is just more conservative. I am not saying that if we were in government, 
we would not have necessarily changed the methodology. We may have looked at it. To come into this place and 
say that there has been a $5 billion revenue writedown and it is a shock to the system when the Labor Party took 
to the people of Western Australia—it was not clear about this—that it decided to take a more conservative 
methodology in calculating future iron ore prices. Whether that is conservative in the end or whether it is short, 
I can guarantee from my experience that when we end up with higher iron ore prices than what the Labor Party 
has forecast, it will say that it has been miraculous work by the government and that it has improved the budget 
outcomes, when the reality is that it took a more conservative forecasting methodology. 
That was the election campaign, when we heard all these promises. We said that they could not work; they do not 
add up and all these things cannot be done. Then we got the softening of the community. 
Mr R.H. Cook: What about the Ellenbrook rail line? 
Mr D.C. NALDER: I will get to Ellenbrook rail in a minute. I love that interjection. 
Mr R.H. Cook: You got to it in 2008 and 2013 and did nothing on it. 
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Mr D.C. NALDER: I would like to correct the record. 
Mr R.H. Cook: You shouldn’t talk about Ellenbrook rail; it’s an embarrassment to your party. 
Mr D.C. NALDER: I am going to talk about it. 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms S.E. Winton): Thank you, members. 
Mr D.C. NALDER: We have talked about the election and the promises that were made and could not be delivered 
on. We have talked about softening up the community and this $5 billion revenue writedown, and I used just two 
examples to demonstrate that it was a manufactured outcome. It was not a $5 billion revenue writedown. 

Then we get into the budget. We have seen some extraordinary things in the budget. We looked at the interim 
dividends of $300 million for the port authorities and for the utilities that were just deferred from the last financial 
year into this financial year. We see a one-off National Disability Insurance Scheme payment of $1.75 billion from 
the federal government in 2020–21, which allows the state to give the perception that the budget is now back in 
surplus. But the reality is that some underlying assumptions in the budget raise some concerns and some flags. If 
we look at expense growth across health, police, corrective services and agriculture, it is zero over the next four 
years. When we look at health alone, it has averaged eight per cent growth for the last 10 years across former 
Labor and Liberal governments. Everybody wishes to get that cost down but I think it is extremely ambitious to 
believe that we can get it down to zero when at the same time we have the commissioning of the Perth Children’s 
Hospital and the election commitments to upgrade Joondalup Health Campus, Osborne Park Hospital and 
Royal Perth Hospital. If the Labor Party thinks it can do these things without additional operating expenses, I am 
not sure how it will do it. It will have to take out some serious costs to deliver zero cost growth. There has to be 
real cost cutting to deliver a zero outcome with the election commitments that the Labor Party made around the 
health budget. We are saying zero across health, police, corrective services and agriculture. 

One of the Labor Party’s key planks for diversifying the economy that it committed to during the election campaign 
was that it was going to broaden the economy. How many times have I heard governments say that they will 
broaden the economy? We heard it again in this last election campaign. Labor got out there and said that it would 
broaden the economy and focus on tourism and agriculture. When I look at the budget for agriculture, there is zero 
cost growth for the next four years. I look forward to seeing how the government will achieve this. This is the 
biggest issue that governments face. Often they talk about what they are going to do but they are not really good 
at implementing it.  

I will now look at education. There is one year of cost growth in education this financial year, and for the following 
three years there is zero cost growth. This state is financial disrepair. This state is in tight financial times. The 
economy is tight and tough. I do not question that at all. I acknowledge that it has been hard. However, why on 
earth has the government committed to employ 300 additional education assistants when the state is in tight 
financial times and the government is complaining about the financial outcome?  

Ms A. Sanderson interjected. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: In this state, the ratio of students to education assistants — 

Ms A. Sanderson interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms J.M. Freeman): Member for Morley! 

Mr D.C. NALDER: In this state, the ratio of students to education assistants is the benchmark in Australia. Why 
has the government decided to employ an additional 300 education assistants, at a cost of around $40 million 
a year, when we are already the benchmark in Australia? I do not understand the government’s plan.  

Mr D.J. Kelly: Are you saying we have too many education assistants?  

Mr D.C. NALDER: I will reiterate my point for the benefit of members opposite. The government is arguing that 
we are in tight financial times. I am saying that the Western Australian education system is the benchmark in 
Australia. This state has the lowest ratio of students to education assistants in Australia. The government now 
wants to add another 300 education assistants. We all want to give everybody more money, do more things and 
deliver more outcomes. The government now wants to load additional costs onto an area that is already the 
benchmark in Australia. I do not understand the government’s plan. We are talking about the budget. The 
government has said that the economy of Western Australia is struggling, yet it is loading it with additional 
resources. 
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I now want to talk about some of the assumptions that have been made in this budget. The first is household 
consumption. The government has loaded increases in electricity prices and water rates onto household 
expenditure. Guess what? That will lead to increased growth in household consumption. The government has 
assumed that growth in household consumption will double from 1.25 per cent this financial year to 2.5 per cent 
next financial year. However, it will have a counterproductive effect on retail spending. I question whether the 
government understands basic economics and the impact of the policies that it is implementing. Some of the 
policies that the government is implementing will a negative effect on the economy. This government is taking 
a short-term approach. If the government believes it can load onto households a 10.9 per cent increase in electricity 
fees and that will not have an effect on retail spending, I will eat my hat. I can assure members that it will have an 
impact. We warned the government that in these tight financial times, households cannot withstand these types of 
increases. We said for four years in our budgets that we would increase electricity prices by seven per cent. 
However, not once did we increase electricity prices by seven per cent. In fact, during our term in government the 
average increase in electricity prices was four per cent. 

Mr D.J. Kelly: What about land tax? 

Mr D.C. NALDER: I am focusing on energy prices.  

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Thank you, members! Let us hear from the member for Bateman.  

Mr D.C. NALDER: In the two minutes I have left, I want to touch on the elephant in the room. The elephant in 
the room is the debt. We all acknowledge that the debt needs to be dealt with. The Under Treasurer made the clear 
statement that whoever wins government will have to deal with the debt. The Liberal Party went into the election 
with a commitment to reduce debt. That involved selling half of Western Power. We lost the election. We had it 
costed by Treasury. Treasury’s estimate was that under a Liberal government, net debt would be $28.8 billion by 
the end of 2019–20, which was the end of the forward estimates for the Pre-election Financial Projections 
Statement. The Labor Party said it would get debt down to $39.8 billion. According to the Pre-election Financial 
Projections Statement, if we left the debt untouched, it would go to $41.1 billion. Under this budget, the debt will 
be $43.6 billion. The starting point for the government is the audited accounts as at 30 June, which show debt at 
$31.96 billion. Therefore, Premier and Treasurer, the increase in debt over the next four years is not $2 billion as 
they claim but is $11.6 billion. The interest expense on that debt is approaching $1.5 billion a year. The interest 
expense will increase by in excess of $500 million a year as a result of the debt that this government will 
accumulate over the next four years. The government is not dealing with the debt issue. That is where the failings 
are within this budget. 

MRS L.M. O’MALLEY (Bicton) [7.46 pm]: I rise to add my contribution to the Appropriation (Recurrent 2017–18) 
Bill 2017, the McGowan Labor government’s first budget. It is a budget that must, and does, put our state finances 
back on the track of fiscal recovery and economic stability. It is a budget that begins the arduous job of repairing 
the damage done by the previous Liberal–National government’s economic inertia. It is a budget that allows 
optimism to grow and the first shoots of budgetary confidence to bloom. In a very simplistic sense, a budget is all 
about priorities. This budget is a Labor budget. By that, I mean it is a budget that calls on us all to contribute to 
repair, whilst ensuring that the most vulnerable in our society are protected. It is a budget that deals head-on with 
the fiscal mess left behind by the previous government by delivering strong financial management that is fair, 
responsible and sustainable. It is a budget that puts our priorities first and foremost around the things that we 
believe are important—in particular, education.  

In the time that I have to speak today I want to touch on a few areas in which this budget will positively impact my 
electorate of Bicton, as well as the entire state, by investing in education and school infrastructure, the protection of 
small business, the creation of more local jobs, and smarter, safer and better connected local communities. 

This is a local jobs and education budget. It is a budget that supports skills development by making training 
affordable, with a freeze on TAFE fees, and supporting new and emerging businesses in the high-tech sector with 
the allocation of $16.7 million to establish a New Industries Fund. It is a budget that supports small businesses and 
local jobs through the Local Projects, Local Jobs grants program, which will deliver $39 million worth of initiatives 
to support our local communities and enliven our local economies. The electorate of Bicton has many small and 
medium-sized community projects that will be funded through the Local Projects, Local Jobs funding initiative. 
I will talk about some of these a little later. 

We will also enact legislation to promote increased local jobs and local business participation in government 
procurement activities and major resource projects. This government and this budget recognises the contribution 
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of small and medium-sized businesses to our economy. A large percentage of small and medium-sized business 
owners reside in the electorate of Bicton. My family is one of these. 

Schools are an integral part of the community of the electorate of Bicton. Our schools are places of learning and 
engagement both within the classroom and beyond the school gate, and are valuable community assets. I would also 
like to highlight the importance of investing in the most important resource we have in our schools—our teachers, 
support staff and education assistants. I am incredibly proud that we are putting more education assistants back into 
our classrooms, particularly for the highly important and vulnerable early years. Investment in schools is an 
investment in our local communities. Strong schools help build strong communities, and the first budget of the 
McGowan Labor government, although doing the hard yards in repairing the debt damage of the Barnett Liberal–
National government, safeguards the future of this state by putting our kids first, with the allocation of $59.8 million 
to the return of 300 education assistants and 50 Aboriginal and Islander education officers to our schools. 

The school communities of the electorate of Bicton are highly engaged and proactive. They work incredibly hard 
to raise funds for their schools, and it is a real pleasure to be able to fund all the parents and citizens associations’ 
school projects that my local schools applied for as part of the Bicton Local Projects, Local Jobs funding initiative. 
These projects include Bicton Primary School, will be using its Local Projects, Local Jobs funding to resurface its 
two basketball courts. Those facilities are used by not only the school but also the broader community and the 
local Bicton Netball Club. An upgrade to the school’s facilities is an upgrade to a highly valued and well-used 
community asset. 

Palmyra Primary School has already made impressive moves towards sustainability through its Waste Wise and 
waterwise initiatives, and renowned kitchen garden program. It will use part of its Local Projects, Local Jobs 
funding to install solar panels. I particularly acknowledge the steps Palmyra Primary School is taking to minimise 
not only its carbon footprint, but also the expenditure of the school. The school needs to be congratulated for its 
approach to maximising the opportunity it has been given through the Local Projects, Local Jobs initiative. 
Melville Primary School has put its funds towards the replacement of resources lost in a devastating fire at the 
beginning of this school year. 

Proper resourcing of our schools is fundamental to a prosperous and optimistic future. This budget provides 
investment in human resource, as well as vital school infrastructure. I am particularly pleased to see this budget 
provide $31.7 million for an additional 72 full-time equivalent teachers to mentor, teach and share their knowledge 
to improve teacher quality. There will be $13.2 million from 2017–18 to 2020–21 to appoint an additional 
30 full-time equivalent teachers who will be trained to lead the delivery of mental health programs in schools. This 
will result in additional resources to approximately 300 schools for specialised mental health programs for 
students. This commitment fills me with great hope that this approach will be fundamental in turning the tide on 
mental ill health, by teaching our children the skills they need to be well and stay well throughout their lives. The 
devastating impacts of mental ill health and suicide on our society and economy must not be understated. 
I commend the preventive and skills development–based approach to the challenges around mental health 
contained within this budget. It is particularly relevant that I bring members’ attention to this commitment today, 
as we mark this year’s World Mental Health Day. 

Funding of $3.5 million will be spent to support the wider introduction of explicit teaching methods in schools, 
specifically the use of phonics to develop numeracy and literacy skills. There will be a further $2 million spent on 
the integration of coding into primary schools, to help equip our kids with the skills they will need for the jobs of 
the future. 

We will also make a significant investment in school infrastructure, totalling $1.4 billion across the forward 
estimates. This will include $4.5 million towards the upgrade of the performing arts centre at Melville Senior High 
School. The upgrade will include a dedicated performing arts space, with a 200-seat theatre, green room and 
rehearsal areas. Planning is due to commence in 2017, with construction in 2018. This is part of a $465 million 
investment in infrastructure at WA public schools. This investment will encourage more students to get involved 
in arts and cultural activities like dance, theatre and music. I am incredibly proud of my local secondary school—
Melville Senior High School—which is well known for its range of student pathways, with many specialised 
programs including an outstanding program for gifted and talented students. This addition will further enhance the 
curriculum and school environment, and will ensure that the school’s legacy of providing a variety of options to 
both academic and creative students will continue for many years to come. Culture and arts play a really important 
role in enriching and deepening students’ overall learning. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: Hear, hear! 
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Mrs L.M. O’MALLEY: It also helps kids stay engaged in their school activities, giving them a better chance in 
their future life by staying in school for longer. The upgrade to Melville Senior High School’s performing arts 
space will benefit every student. 

The Local Projects, Local Jobs initiative in Bicton also includes $6 000 grants for junior sporting clubs in the 
electorate for equipment, uniforms or a facility upgrade. It may not seem like a big chunk of money, but for every 
one of the clubs’ children, parents and volunteers, it is a huge windfall that will make a massive difference to 
grassroots sports and provide small local business with income from product sales and jobs to local tradies. I am 
proud to be able to help hardworking and dedicated junior sporting associations like Attadale Junior Football Club, 
Attadale Netball Club, Bicton Junior Cricket Club, Bicton Netball Club, East Fremantle Junior Football Club, 
East Fremantle Tricolore Soccer Club, Melville City Football Club, Melville Lakers Netball Club, 
Melville Mariners Tee-Ball Club, Palmyra–Bicton Little Athletics, Olympia Little Athletics Club, Palmyra Junior 
Football Club, Palmyra Rebels Netball Club and St Christopher’s Netball Club. 

Mr D.J. Kelly: Good work! Good work! 

Mrs L.M. O’MALLEY: I did not miss any of them! 

Local Projects, Local Jobs is not just about funding local communities; it is about building local communities. Seniors 
can be vulnerable in our community for a number of reasons, and the proportion of Western Australia’s population 
aged over 60 years continues to grow. This budget recognises the increasing demand for services for seniors, and 
ensures that this potentially vulnerable section of our community is well supported. It is essential that services, 
concessions and benefits be well targeted and sustainable. Support is also provided to assist planning for age-friendly 
communities, to encourage active participation by seniors in community life and to prevent elder abuse. 

Around 23 per cent of the population of my electorate is aged over 60. The senior members of my community 
have an important and highly valued voice in Bicton. Many of the associations and not-for-profit organisations 
that support seniors in my electorate rely heavily on volunteers. It is estimated that the social, economic and 
cultural value of volunteering in Western Australia is around $39 million per annum. I am very pleased to know 
that assistance for organisations to recruit, screen, train, manage and support volunteers is assured within this 
budget. The recognition and celebration of volunteers through annual awards is also incredibly important. 
In the electorate of Bicton several related senior services and initiatives have been recipients of Local Projects, 
Local Jobs funding in this budget. Stock Road Senior Citizens Club has used its funding to purchase equipment, 
Bicton Men’s Shed has added metalwork to its activity list with the purchase of a welder, and Community First: 
Meals on Wheels Services has new commercial-quality fridges and freezers to assist in its vital work. 
Melville Cares, which delivers aged care and disability services throughout the electorate of Bicton, has been able 
to upgrade its IT system, and the Bicton–Palmyra RSL Club has replaced worn-out carpets using a local carpet 
business. It was also able to undertake important safety work in its bar area by putting in a new ceiling. 
In conclusion, I take this opportunity to acknowledge all these great local organisations, and the other community 
groups, associations and not-for-profits that have also received assistance through the Local Projects, Local Jobs 
initiative that will help them continue the great work they do for the communities of Bicton. I extend my 
congratulations and thanks to the Treasurer on his first budget. It is fair, responsible and sustainable. I ask members 
opposite to do the right thing by the people of Western Australia and support this bill in this house and the other. 
MR D.T. REDMAN (Warren–Blackwood) [8.00 pm]: I want to make a couple of comments in the third reading 
debate of the Appropriation (Recurrent 2017–18) Bill 2017. I spoke during the second reading debate, but 
I particularly wanted to respond to the comments of the Minister for Mines and Petroleum today, when he said at 
the end of the debate on the matter of public interest that the government has not cut royalties for regions. That is 
a pretty big statement considering the outcomes of this particular budget. I want to put the record straight clearly 
for his benefit, because he does not understand what actually happened, and so that people in regional 
Western Australia understand that they are not going to be hoodwinked by this government and the commentary 
of the government in respect of the royalties for regions program.  
The Labor Party went to the election saying that it supported royalties for regions. Clearly, people in regional 
communities thought, “Yes, they are saying that, so we must trust them, and, therefore, we’ll go to the election 
assuming that if the Labor Party gets elected,” which it did, “the royalties for regions program will stay in place.” 
However, I want to go through a couple of things in a little bit more detail than what we have heard has happened 
to the program.  
A headline figure in the budget shows that $861 million in funds previously funded by the consolidated fund is now 
being funded by royalties for regions—and that is right—over the four-year forward estimates. Straightaway, just on 
that number, there is a saving to the budget of $861 million—effectively a cut to the royalties for regions program. 
The Minister for Mines and Petroleum is wrong even about that headline figure because there is actually more.  
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Mr D.J. Kelly: You never funded royalties for regions that was ordinarily funded out of the consolidated account; 
you never did that?  
Mr D.T. REDMAN: No, we maintained the integrity of the program, but I make the point that a massive amount 
of substitution is happening in the budget.  
Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: I will come to the Minister for Water in a minute, because I have a point to make about 
something he is having a go at too. There has been a massive amount of substitution whereby resources previously 
allocated in the forward estimates of the consolidated fund have now been fundamentally shifted over to royalties 
for regions. That is effectively a saving to the state budget and a cut to the RforR program. The first one occurred 
with the water subsidy. As members know—the Minister for Water certainly knows this—no matter where 
a person lives, whether it is in Perth or in Marble Bar, the uniform pricing tariff across the state means that for the 
first 200 kilolitres of water people effectively pay the same price. A community service obligation is paid out of 
the consolidated fund to the Water Corporation for that to occur, and it amounts to just over $300 million a year. 
That will now be picked up by royalties for regions. Interestingly, that will be picked up in the budget in only the 
last two of the out years; it does not get picked up for the entire four years. In 2019–20 it picks up $191 million, 
and in 2020–21 it picks up $224 million. It is also interesting to note that according to the budget papers another 
$60 million is still funded by the consolidated fund. When I asked the Treasurer in estimates what he was going 
to do with that, he said, “Clearly, in the next budget we are going to pick it up through royalties for regions.” 
Substituting royalties for regions funding for what was previously funded out of the consolidated account is just 
the very front edge of a very slippery slope. When that occurs, that will pick up well over $300 million in subsidies 
paid to the Water Corporation for a uniform pricing tariff across the state—a fundamental basic right for all people 
in this state to pay the same price for water. Of course, an extra $35 million a year is picked up across the forward 
estimates in this budget for the patient assisted travel scheme. Then there is a TAFE subsidy of $44 million and 
essential services for remote communities of some $52 million. If we add up just those four items, that is 
$435 million, or some 41.5 per cent, from the royalties for regions program in that last year. The full impact of 
this decision has not been paid through.  

Mr D.J. Kelly: We support those programs—don’t you?  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Of course, we all support those programs. The point is that the government has absolutely 
bastardised a dedicated fund that has made a significant difference for growing and developing regional 
Western Australia. The government has torn it apart and has effectively booked a saving of 41.5 per cent from that 
program into the government’s budget. If the government thinks that it is maintaining the integrity of that program 
just on those items alone, a program it committed to going into the election, it has not. It has lied to the people of 
regional Western Australia by saying it supported that program, and that was the first decision it made.  

There are another couple of projects I would like to mention here, including a number of Main Roads projects. 
Going into the election the Premier said that the Labor government would fund some Main Roads projects, of 
which there are a number—the Great Eastern and Great Northern Highways. About $118 million will go towards 
various Main Roads projects in the royalties for regions program.  

Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Yes. Already, $84 million of that was booked into the Main Roads budget from the 
consolidated fund. That is a direct transfer, and now RforR is paying for those projects, effectively booking 
a saving in the consolidated account. Another $84 million is coming out. For schools, the same thing is happening.  

Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The Minister for Water is making the point that, yes, there are projects that would normally 
come out of the consolidated account if projects are put onto the accounts and are funded. Projects such as the 
Carnarvon High School project was funded out of RforR right from the word go. The minute it went onto a budget, 
it went out of royalties for regions. The government has grabbed — 

Mr D.J. Kelly: What about the hospitals that were RforR? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The minute the decision for those projects was made, the funding came out of RforR. It was 
not grabbed out of another budget and stuck into RforR.  

Mr D.J. Kelly: You said RforR would always be conditional, yet you rebuilt a number of country hospitals out of 
RforR. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Absolutely. 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 10 October 2017] 

 p4316b-4346a 
Mr Peter Tinley; Dr Mike Nahan; Mr Donald Punch; Mr Dean Nalder; Mrs Lisa O'Malley; Mr Terry Redman; 

Ms Emily Hamilton; Mr Kyran O'Donnell; Acting Speaker; Mr Terry Healy; Mr Zak Kirkup; Ms Libby Mettam; 
Mr Ian Blayney; Mr Shane Love; Mr Barry Urban; Amber-Jade Sanderson 

 [11] 

Mr D.J. Kelly: Why didn’t that come out of the health budget?  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: It came out of RforR because it otherwise would not have happened. The whole idea of the 
program was that if you put that — 

Several members interjected.  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: It would not have happened, because it was shoved into an economic rationalist 
decision-making process and what popped out at the end was the cheapest and most effective way to deliver 
services, always in metropolitan Perth.  

I bring members to another really clear example that even members of the opposition will hopefully understand. 
What about the perimeter road at Margaret River, worth about $60 million? If we threw it to Main Roads and 
asked where it could best spend $60 million, it would not be on the Margaret River perimeter road. That is 
a damned good investment. Margaret River is one of the iconic tourist destinations in Western Australia; it is 
internationally branded and a lot of international tourism goes there. Taking the truck traffic off that road and 
upgrading the main streets to reflect the iconic nature and status of that community is a smart thing to do, but Main 
Roads would not have spent money on the perimeter road. The minute that decision was made and booked, it went 
into the RforR program—that is what happened. When Labor came to government, the Minister for Transport 
asked what it would cost to shut it down. Thankfully, the project was far enough along that it was not possible to 
close it down. Yes, we funded a number of projects, and members would have seen them in the budgets for of 
Health, Education and roads, but when the decisions for that to happen were made, the first time it came onto the 
budget books, it went onto the RforR budget. I am saying that the government has loaded up projects that were 
previously funded and in the forward estimates out of the consolidated account, effectively booking savings to the 
royalties for regions program.  

I also expect to see an underspend. This is a hypothecated project and, of course, often at the end of the financial 
year, because of the pace of projects and business cases coming on, there is an underspend. There was an 
over-programming allowance in the budget that allowed for projects to be brought on and committed to in that 
particular year. That allowed for a bit of slippage to occur. The government has taken out that over-programming 
provision. I expect somewhere between a $100 million to $200 million underspend in the royalties for regions 
program every year as a result of just that one change. Once again, we are looking at well and truly in excess of 
a 40 per cent direct substitution in the out years—substitution on top of that from Main Roads and into schools, 
but also an over-programing provision that has been allowed to deal with potential underspends. That will 
demonstrate that when this government comes to the end of the first financial year, it will have a significant 
underspend of the royalties for regions program, again effectively booking a saving to the consolidated account.  
The Minister for Mines and Petroleum has just come into the chamber. He commented during the matter of public 
interest today that royalties for regions has not been cut, and that is absolutely false. 
Mr W.J. Johnston: No, it’s not. 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: It is absolutely false because what the people of regional Western Australia expected going 
into the election was very different from what the government has delivered in these budget papers. 
Mr W.J. Johnston: We have complied with the law you passed 100 per cent. Royalties for regions has not been 
cut. You just don’t like what we’re spending it on. You don’t like PATS. You don’t like regional roads. We support 
these things. 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: The government has effectively booked budget savings by substituting projects that were 
otherwise in the consolidated account into the royalties for regions program. 
Mr W.J. Johnston: This is ridiculous. 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: Absolutely. The government’s budget is ridiculous. 
Mr W.J. Johnston: You lost; we won. We are delivering our priorities, not your priorities—our priorities. The 
petunia phase is over. 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: Oh, sure. I am going to absolutely concede to what happened in the election. The Labor Party 
had a massive win. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms J.M. Freeman): Member for Warren–Blackwood! I think the member for 
Warren–Blackwood is up for it, I think the minister is up for it, but maybe you might want to consider Hansard; 
just take that into account. You are both up for this, but take a deep breath and consider Hansard. 
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Mr D.T. REDMAN: I accept that the Labor Party had a massive win; I said that from the first post-election 
speeches in this house, but I do not accept that it was done on the back of integrity in the campaign, when the 
royalties for regions program has been torn apart in this budget. 
Mr W.J. Johnston: It’s just not true. That’s dishonest. 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: The Labor Party did not maintain the integrity of this program and I think that is clear; it is 
on the record. I am sure the people of regional Western Australia know that. 
Another couple of things have come out during the estimates hearings that relate to some of these regional 
programs. One was the district allowance, which was an extra payment made to public servants in regional 
Western Australia as a result of the higher cost of living in some of the areas in which they live and work. The 
way of coming to the number was to have a regional pricing index on a basket of goods, which gave an indication 
of the pricing parity between the different regional communities and metropolitan Perth. The district allowance 
was paid in accordance with that particular pricing difference. The previous government had in its budget 
something like $28 million in royalties for regions funding to cover the district allowance. The Labor Party has 
now flatlined that at $21 million per year across the forward estimates, which can only mean that one of two things 
are happening—either the government is reducing the district allowance in quantum, saying by cabinet decision 
that the basket of goods is now considerably less than what it was before, or it has actually reduced the number of 
people in regional Western Australia who have a chance of being paid the district allowance. Reduction of staff in 
the regions is probably the more likely outcome. 
On top of that, I see over the forward estimates a drop of about $10 million collectively going into paying for 
regional development staff and the regional development commissions. The budget gives me an indication that 
there are likely to be staff cuts across those areas. Given what has happened with the royalties for regions program, 
that is probably only reasonable, because they will not have much to do. The notion of the regional development 
commissions being shopfronts and go-to points for genuine regional development is clearly a thing of the past. 
What is happening to the district allowances and the funding going into the regional development commissions 
gives us some indication that that is what is likely to be just over the hill. 
Can I get an extension, Madam Acting Speaker? 
The ACTING SPEAKER: No. 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: No? I cannot get an extension. I will probably leave it there; I am not going to have time to 
give it due justice. 
MS E. HAMILTON (Joondalup) [8.14 pm]: I rise to make a contribution to the third reading debate on the 
Appropriation (Recurrent 2017–18) Bill 2017 and talk about what this budget means for the people of Joondalup. 
We have seen the McGowan Labor government hand down its first budget, and it delivers for the people of 
Joondalup. We always knew that this budget was going to be tough—tough, but fair. It shares the burden across 
all areas of our community; we cannot expect our Western Australian families to bear this burden alone. 

We had an incredibly hard task, given the necessary budget repair, but at its heart this budget is targeting job 
creation, the delivery of quality health care that is locally accessible, and investment in education to ensure that 
our kids are equipped to enter a rapidly changing job landscape. These issues echo the sentiments of the Joondalup 
electorate and, I am sure, the rest of the state. I could stand here and talk about a multitude of different projects 
that have been committed to that will benefit the Joondalup community, but there are two that I wish to focus on, 
which form part of my discussions when I am out and about in the community—the Ocean Reef marina 
development, and the upgrade and expansion of Joondalup Health Campus, both of which will deliver for my 
electorate and which will form the basis of my speech today. 

Jobs, jobs, jobs—that was the biggest concern facing my electorate when I was out doorknocking and on the phone, 
and was the focus of this budget. I am focused on ensuring that government projects come into the Joondalup area 
to create jobs for our community. We will see some large-scale investment in the electorate over the coming years. 
The projects I have mentioned already—the marina and the hospital—are both projects that will deliver, and our 
local jobs legislation will ensure that local workers will be working on these projects. 

In respect of the Ocean Reef marina development, it was great to have the Premier and Minister for Lands join the 
Member for Burns Beach and me on Father’s Day morning at the Ocean Reef boat harbour. The Premier announced 
a $120 million commitment to the Ocean Reef marina—triple the amount we announced during the election 
campaign—with $34.5 million to kickstart the project and construction to begin in 2020. We were joined by 
representatives from the Ocean Reef Sea Sports Club and the Whitfords Volunteer Sea Rescue Group—two key 
stakeholders in the area that will be rehoused at the new Ocean Reef marina. I am working closely with these 
groups to ensure we make the marina a thriving, vibrant and enjoyable place for our community to enjoy. 
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I am very excited about this project and what it means for the Joondalup area, not only in terms of job creation, 
but also for the reason that this development will benefit the community. A survey commissioned by the City of 
Joondalup showed that 96 per cent of residents support the development, and that they have a strong understanding 
of what this facility will offer and a desire to see the project progress. The former Liberal government allowed this 
project to languish, and this lack of progress has frustrated residents. I am proud to say that it was Labor and only 
Labor that committed funding to this project, and it is Labor that will deliver it. We are at last going to see this 
world-class public amenity come to fruition in the north. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members! 

Ms E. HAMILTON: I will not take interjections. 

I would like to read a short excerpt from the budget papers about what is to come with the marina development. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members! Finished? Thank you. 

Ms E. HAMILTON: It states — 

In 2017–18, works will begin on the Ocean Reef Marina election commitment, that will deliver a marina 
at Ocean Reef including a family beach, breakwaters, boat ramps, trailer parking, lookout point and 
fishing access. The marina will encompass up to 12,000 square metres of retail and commercial space, 
1,000 residences, more than 550 boat pens and eight hectares of public open space, including play areas 
and landscaped boardwalks. Provision will also be made for sea rescue facilities and a helipad. 

I look forward to ongoing consultation with the community, particularly the two key stakeholders I mentioned 
earlier, Ocean Reef Sea Sports Club and the Whitfords Volunteer Sea Rescue Group. I cannot understate the 
importance of this development in stimulating growth in the local economy and generating job opportunities in 
our state. It is estimated that there will be hundreds of jobs created in both the construction phase and in ongoing 
hospitality and tourism industries once the project is completed. This development will also be a significant 
tourism opportunity for the state. 

I want to take some time in the house today to make mention of the local council elections that are happening as 
we speak. Postal votes are hitting letterboxes now and will do until the end of the month. In Joondalup, I have 
been contacted by numerous constituents asking which candidates they should support in the upcoming election. 
I say that local council elections are for local residents to participate in, and that people should make sure that they 
vote. I am looking forward to working with any of the locally elected representatives and the City of Joondalup to 
continue to deliver for the Joondalup electorate. 

Having said that, the nature of some of the calls that my office has received are centred on the Ocean Reef marina 
development and what the local council election means for the marina. It worries me that the Joondalup mayoral 
election is very much focused on the state government progressing the Ocean Reef marina development. The state 
is committed to that project. We have put the money on the table in the budget. I worked hard to ensure that we 
had a solid commitment moving forward, because that is what the electorate wanted and for which people have 
been waiting a long time. The state government will continue, through LandCorp, as the lead proponent. The 
government will bear the financial risk, but it needs support, financial and otherwise, from the city to deliver this 
project. It will require financial contributions and land swaps from the local council. 
It is true that there has been significant investment in the marina by the City of Joondalup, which sits at around the 
$5 million mark. It needs to be a joint project but the words used in the election materials of the mayoral candidates 
seem to suggest that the Ocean Reef marina should now progress as a sole state government responsibility, which 
concerns me. Some of the words used in council election material include the following — 

• Support the Ocean Reef Marina subject to the State Government taking over the proponency. 
The City has spent in excess of $5.5 million over the decades to keep the concept alive. 
Encourage the state to fund and progress the complex to completion 

Another piece of election material reads — 
I am delighted with the state government’s commitment to the Ocean Reef Marina and look forward to 
collaborating with community stake holders and the start of its construction. 

While one states that it will support the state government progressing the Ocean Reef marina, another states that 
the said candidate —  



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 10 October 2017] 

 p4316b-4346a 
Mr Peter Tinley; Dr Mike Nahan; Mr Donald Punch; Mr Dean Nalder; Mrs Lisa O'Malley; Mr Terry Redman; 

Ms Emily Hamilton; Mr Kyran O'Donnell; Acting Speaker; Mr Terry Healy; Mr Zak Kirkup; Ms Libby Mettam; 
Mr Ian Blayney; Mr Shane Love; Mr Barry Urban; Amber-Jade Sanderson 

 [14] 

… has always been committed to delivering the Ocean Reef Marina and to diligently working through all 
required approvals and hurdles to ensure that … local project is ultimately delivered for the community.  

It states that if the candidate is elected as mayor, he will —  
… prioritise the Ocean Reef Marina development. 

People who vote in local elections need to know what the candidates stand for. I call on all local mayoral candidates 
for the City of Joondalup to declare that the City of Joondalup will continue to play its role and remain a partner 
with the state government on this significant development. I call on them to clearly outline the funding and 
resources that the city will provide, which is what we did during the election campaign. What is their vision and 
what contribution should the city make to the marina? Local residents and local community organisations, such as 
the Whitfords Volunteer Sea Rescue Group and the Ocean Reef Sea Sports Club, need to know that the city is 
committed to help fund their new facilities. We need a clear commitment from all mayoral candidates that they 
will do what is needed to make this happen. Local residents want to know where their local council stands — 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms J.M. Freeman): Member for Cottesloe, I call you. 
Mr M.P. Murray: It sounds like they all went to the bar! 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Collie–Preston, I call you! 
Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Dawesville, I call you! 
Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Armadale, I call you! 
Mr T.J. Healy interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Southern River, I call you! People, I am on my feet. You might not respect 
me, but you might want to respect the position of the Speaker’s chair. Member for Dawesville, you are on three 
calls. 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Members, I know it is late. I know that you are full of sugar from outside. 
Ms E. HAMILTON: Today I am calling on City of Joondalup mayoral candidates to say not only that they are 
committed to the project, but also what the project means for a Joondalup council that they lead. 
The second project that I would like to touch on is the Joondalup Health Campus. The McGowan Labor government 
took a comprehensive health policy to the election. Our putting patients first policy focuses on the patient at the 
centre of the healthcare system. Joondalup Health Campus is a good hospital, but growth in the northern corridor 
has resulted in an increase in the demand on health services in the northern suburbs. Access to quality health care 
close to home was the second greatest issue for people living in Joondalup. We are committed to delivering on our 
health election commitments in Joondalup. In June this year, a statement of intent was signed with Ramsay Health 
Care to get works underway to further develop the plan. I am looking forward to seeing the process continue 
and I am also pleased to be a member of the community board of advice at Joondalup Health Campus, which is 
tasked with providing feedback and recommendations on the range, quality and responsiveness of services to 
public patients. 

Something that I have been working very hard on is the six-bed stroke unit to which the government committed. 
Some members may be aware that I raised this issue with the Minister for Health in a grievance in the house in 
August. I am pleased to announce that as part of this budget, the six-bed stroke unit will continue to develop and 
is due to open in the 2017–18 financial year. This is being welcomed by the community. 

We know the level of need in mental health services and support statewide. Mental health is one of the greatest 
issues facing the community. In 2015–16, 4 454 patients presented to Joondalup Health Campus with mental health 
issues as the primary health diagnosis and some 30 per cent required admission to a mental health unit. I look 
forward to the opening of the purpose-built mental health observation ward. I know the staff at the hospital are 
keenly awaiting the opening. The unit may reduce waiting times and the length of stay for patients in the emergency 
department. We know that more than 800 patients stay for more than 24 hours in the Joondalup Health Campus 
emergency department each year, with nearly half of those waiting for a psychiatric bed in Perth. 
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There is an allocation of $2 million for planning for urgent care clinics. This will ensure that we start to ease the 
pressure on emergency departments for non-urgent presentations. We heard criticism from the shadow Minister 
for Health during his contribution to the budget debate. He criticised the spend in the health portfolio. This is the 
first of four budgets that this government will hand down. It is committed to its putting patients first policy and it 
is committed to health in the northern suburbs and the announcements that have been made. We are looking 
forward to the upgrade and expansion. 

As I mentioned earlier, a statement of intent was signed by the state government and Ramsay Health Care. We are 
committed to getting on with the project, but we need to ensure that the federal government comes to the party. It 
is time for the federal Liberal government to give WA its fair share. The federal government should be funding 
important health infrastructure in our state and the local federal members in the northern corridor acknowledge 
this. I draw members’ attention to a recent speech by the federal member for Moore in the federal Parliament on 
17 August 2017. The member called on the federal government to support the expansion of Joondalup Health 
Campus. He said — 

The local population of the cities of Joondalup and Wanneroo, which the hospital services, is growing 
rapidly. Forecasts indicate that the population in the northern corridor will exceed 550,000 residents by 
2036. The need for more funding to expand the hospital’s emergency department and provide more 
inpatient beds, including mental health beds, must be addressed as a priority. 

He continues — 

The hospital is under significant pressure, particularly over winter periods, and urgently needs an expansion 
in capacity to meet the specialist medical needs of a growing residential population. 

Here is a point that I would like to mention, which he highlighted — 

I strongly make the case in parliament for $145 million in financial assistance from the federal 
government to support the expansion of the Joondalup Health Campus. 

He continues to talk about the benefits for four federal electorates—Pearce, Moore, Cowan and Stirling. 

At this stage of the conversation, the monetary contribution that he mentioned is not where my focus lies. The 
federal government must invest in very important health infrastructure in the northern corridor. It has been clearly 
acknowledged by the federal member that the need is real and he himself has called for federal support. 

The state government has committed to an upgrade and expansion. My question is: will the federal government 
commit to the same? I will be launching a petition calling on the federal government to commit to fund this 
important piece of health infrastructure in a rapidly growing northern corridor. The need for the federal government 
contribution has been agreed on by the federal members in the region so let us hear about their commitment. I am 
proud to stand and talk about the commitments that will have a significant impact on people living in Joondalup 
and the northern corridor. As I said at the outset, I am focusing on two significant projects but I could have chosen 
to speak on a lot more that will benefit the Joondalup community. 

I commend the Treasurer, the Premier and the cabinet ministers who handed down our recent inaugural budget. 
I call on the other side to support the budget repair measures that are much needed for our state. 

MR K.M. O’DONNELL (Kalgoorlie) [8.29 pm]: I would also like to make my contribution to this third reading 
debate on the Appropriation (Recurrent 2017–18) Bill 2017. Kalgoorlie is the biggest inland city in 
Western Australia and is based primarily on gold. We also have various other small towns around us that are 
similarly based on gold mining, such as Coolgardie, Norseman, Leonora and Laverton. Kambalda is based more 
on nickel than gold. I never envisaged that a small amount of money in the budget, when compared with the overall 
budget—$400 million is not a small amount of money, but in the budget, it is not that much—would be put down 
as budget wrecking. It is less than one per cent of the budget. I have spoken with many of our members and they 
are not here to wreck the government’s budget—not at all. When it first came out about a possible gold royalty, 
I had to do exactly what I told the electorate I would do when I was electioneering. If it is not good for the 
goldfields, it is not good for me. I never had any intention of being on the front foot within seven months of joining 
the Parliament, but it is something I had to do. I apologised to my fellow members; however, each and every one 
of them supported me and said, “Go strong on this,” and I thank them for that. I will even say on record that I told 
the Treasurer and member for Victoria Park that this is not personal. He has his job to do, but I have my job to do. 
I wish to thank all members of the gold industry for supporting me. I wish to thank all people of the goldfields for 
getting behind us in doing this. 

Some people say that the Liberal opposition is not decisive, but as soon as this was mentioned, I said that I was 
standing against it. My background in the police department taught me to be decisive. Our boundary in Kalgoorlie–
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Boulder went to the border—we are talking in excess of a thousand kilometres. There were times when I would 
be nearly 1 000 kilometres from a police station in the middle of nowhere with an offender, and we had to be 
decisive. I thank the police department for that training. I would not want to have been in this predicament and 
then gone to the people and said, “What should I do? Do you think I should do this?” No. I knew what I wanted 
to do, and I am just glad that the party endorsed me. I dare say that if the government had gone after iron ore, my 
friend the member for Pilbara would have stood up for his electorate, but in this instance it was my electorate. This 
could have had an impact on my electorate if it had gone through. To tell the truth, it would have had an impact 
on my electorate if it had gone through. To people in the metropolitan area, $20 an ounce sounds like nothing. If 
I had not lived in the goldfields for 30 years, I would have said the same. I arrived in Kalgoorlie–Boulder in 1984. 
Within 18 months, a huge protest was held in Kalgoorlie–Boulder when the federal government wanted to impose 
a gold royalty or gold tax. I was on duty that day and had to assist with the thousands of protesters, but I thought: 
why protest? I could not see the reasoning. That is because I did not understand what could happen in a mining 
community. Now, after 30 years, I see and I know what could happen. That is why I could not stand by and let it 
go through. 

I did a write-up in the paper and apparently some of the things I said were inappropriate. If they were — 

Mr S.K. L’Estrange: No, it was all good. 

Mr K.M. O’DONNELL: It was all right. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: Are you sure about that? He’s a good man, this one. 

Mr K.M. O’DONNELL: I thank the member. Can I quickly go back on record — 

Dr M.D. Nahan: You need someone like him in Mandurah. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: You don’t want to replace the member for Dawesville! He’s only just got here. I think you 
were about to praise me for something. 

Mr K.M. O’DONNELL: I was, and I will. 

Dr M.D. Nahan: Don’t do it! 

Ms L. Mettam: Don’t listen to him! 

Mr K.M. O’DONNELL: I am sorry; I have to! 

Mr S.K. L’Estrange: It’s a trap. 

Mr K.M. O’DONNELL: This is not a trap, is it? 

Several members interjected. 

Mr K.M. O’DONNELL: You did very well for the people in the City of Kalgoorlie–Boulder and I will be thankful 
for that. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: Can you just mention my name in that bit—for Hansard? 

Mr K.M. O’DONNELL: I am sorry; the minister — 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms J.M. Freeman): Members, you have had your fun. There is someone taking the 
Hansard. It is a bit hard to follow. 

Mr K.M. O’DONNELL: I will not take much longer. When I originally organised a rally in Kalgoorlie–Boulder, 
my first thought was to use St Barbara Square. I thought we could end up with anywhere from 10, 20 to 50 people, 
which I thought would be good during a working day. I just thought of standing on a soapbox and talking to various 
people, but it gained momentum and, before I knew it, we could not hold it in St Barbara Square; we had to move 
to an area that could handle anywhere in excess of 1 000 people. I wish to thank all those people who turned up. 
It was good to see Alan Ballard and his wife and two kids from St Mary’s School in Kalgoorlie–Boulder — 

Mr S.K. L’Estrange: And the member for Churchlands! 

Mr K.M. O’DONNELL: I have learnt from the member for Churchlands; I will get to him next! I am learning. 
It was good to see them down here today. I thought it put a face to what was going on—the dad, the wife and the 
two little schoolkids. That rally blew me away. It was good to have the member for Churchlands by my side. 

Mr S.K. L’Estrange: Fighting for jobs! 
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Mr K.M. O’DONNELL: That is what we are all about—jobs. When I was up there, I said that it would be good to 
take that rally on the road to Perth. It was good to see weeks later that the Chamber of Minerals and Energy did that. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr K.M. O’DONNELL: There was no rent-a-crowd. I am just going to leave that, but we are not budget 
wreckers. We have taken ownership of where Western Australia is financially and what we left the incoming 
government. This is less than one per cent of the budget. The budget will go through, other than that part. I look 
forward to seeing the government bring things to my electorate, even though I went against it on some things. 
I hope it does not take out some of those things! 

Several members interjected. 

Mr K.M. O’DONNELL: All right. Will we still get the MRI, the step-up, step-down program and those dual 
carriage lanes? 

Mr D.A. Templeman: We’ll think about it! 

Mr K.M. O’DONNELL: Yes. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr K.M. O’DONNELL: No; the minister has guaranteed the performing arts centre. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr K.M. O’DONNELL: No, we still need more. 

Dr M.D. Nahan: Did he guarantee the Goldfields Arts Centre? 

Mr K.M. O’DONNELL: Yes. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: I had to save it the day before you had the big rally; otherwise, you wouldn’t have had 
a venue! 

Dr M.D. Nahan: I suggest you thank him in Hansard for doing that. 

Mr K.M. O’DONNELL: That is what I was going to do. 

Dr M.D. Nahan: I think you should do it; he deserves it. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: Thank you very much; you’re very generous! 

Dr M.D. Nahan: Make sure he doesn’t take it back! 

Mr K.M. O’DONNELL: No. The people of the goldfields thank the member for Mandurah very much. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: Thank you. 

Mr K.M. O’DONNELL: I just think it is due if the member has done the right thing. Even though he bats for the 
wrong team, I still think he has done the right thing. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr K.M. O’DONNELL: Yes. I will leave it at that, thank you, Madam Acting Speaker. 

MR T.J. HEALY (Southern River) [8.41 pm]: I would like to briefly refer to the member for Kalgoorlie. 

Mr S.K. L’Estrange: Tell us about your cheques! 

Mr T.J. HEALY: No; I am talking about the member for Kalgoorlie! It is very hard not to like Kyran. He is a very 
friendly, loving man. I want to say this so it is in Hansard; I was talking to Ian Taylor, the former member for 
Kalgoorlie, and I said, “There’s this new guy in Parliament; he’s lovely.” He said, “Look, that’s how he won the 
seat; everyone just loves Kyran.” He is “good-looking Kyran” apparently — 

Mr K.M. O’Donnell: I used to call his daughter Rosalind; no, sorry, not Rosalind. There were two Kyrans. I am 
“good-looking Kyran”, yes. 

Mr T.J. HEALY: That is good to know. I am glad that we very much got the good one, but I do not rise to speak 
too much about the member for Kalgoorlie. I rise to speak to commend the budget. 

This budget does strike the right balance. It creates jobs. It gets our finances back on track after—I know one side 
will disagree with this—a very tough couple of years. The budget has not been in a good place. I commend our 
government for finally being able to get Western Australia back on track. Our finances are moving in the right 
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direction and it is really important that we deliver on our election commitments. Although you guys may be in 
opposition for four years or for longer, it is very important that members opposite learn that if they say that they 
are going to do something, they do it. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr T.J. HEALY: It is really important that if members say that they are going to do something, they deliver on 
it. What has been really important — 

Mr D.T. Redman interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms J.M. Freeman): Member for Warren–Blackwood! We all listened to the member 
for Kalgoorlie. Let us give the member for Southern River the same regard and respect. Member for Churchlands, 
you have said the same thing three times. If you say it again, I will call you, and you will be on your third call. 

Mr T.J. HEALY: I need the member for Churchlands to keep interjecting. 

This budget delivers on the local projects and local things in our areas that we said we would do. Yes, we made 
a commitment about the gold royalty in terms of having no new taxes. We said that and, unfortunately, the situation 
has changed since the election and we have had to go back on our promise on that. It is very, very sad we have 
done that but, unfortunately, that is what we have had to do. It is important in this budget that we deliver on our 
plan for jobs and on Metronet. It is also important that we introduce the very tough measures that need to be made 
to ensure that the budget can get back into a sustainable area. We need to share the burden. The whole community 
needs to share the burden and this budget is financially responsible. 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 

Mr T.J. HEALY: I draw the member for Dawesville’s attention to the fact that you guys had seven Treasurers in 
eight years. There was literally a Treasurer who was drunk at the wheel, steering crazily through the economy! 

Several members interjected. 

Mr T.J. HEALY: I know this because he is one of my constituents. The former member for Vasse lives in 
Southern River now. He is a very good man. I doorknocked him, and his family was very happy to say that they 
were voting for Labor—his new wife. I was very impressed by that. The financial recklessness — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr T.J. HEALY: I will explain that later if members would like me to. 

Dr A.D. Buti: No, she does; she’s a Labor woman. 

Mr T.J. HEALY: A local police officer; that is right. 

It is very important that Western Australia now returns to a phase when we are financially responsible, we deliver 
on things and the budget is not in ridiculous deficit. We now have a plan to reduce the overall debt and the overall 
deficit — 

Mr S.K. L’Estrange: How? 

Mr T.J. HEALY: It is in the budget papers, member for Churchlands. He has seen it. 

Mr S.K. L’Estrange: It goes up, member. 

Mr T.J. HEALY: The member has seen it because we have had the estimates hearings and he has gone through 
all the documentation. 

Mr S.K. L’Estrange interjected. 

Mr T.J. HEALY: Look over the four years. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Churchlands! 

Mr T.J. HEALY: I am happy to talk economics with my former economics teacher—absolutely. I am always 
very happy to. Over the four years, the member for Churchlands will see that the budget will return to surplus and 
debt will reduce. It is important that we now have a state government that will do that. 

I want to talk about a couple of great things that have happened from this budget in my electorate of 
Southern River. For Southern River College, $8.4 million was allocated. I know the member for Churchlands will 
ask whether I have handed out the cheque. Yes, I have. Under this budget, $2 million was delivered to 
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Canning Vale College. We will use $30 million to build two new primary schools in Southern River, after eight 
and a half years of no new schools being built in my community. An amount of $535 million was allocated towards 
the Canning Vale train line, which is part of the Metronet project. This is really important infrastructure that was 
promised locally again and again but was never delivered. I will expand further. Of course, another $500 000 was 
allocated towards fixing the Nicholson Road roundabout, which I share with the member for Thornlie. It is 
a fantastic project. Our Local Projects, Local Jobs program means that $250 000 will go towards removing speed 
bumps in Huntingdale. In addition, $40 000 will go towards Huntingdale Primary School and its nature playground 
and $150 000 will go towards Gosnells Cricket Club. These are essential bits of infrastructure. These are projects 
that matter. They are for local infrastructure and I think these projects would be applicable in almost every 
member’s electorate. It is great that these things can now happen in electorates that were neglected by the previous 
government. The great thing about this budget is that it delivers in all of our electorates. I refer to a — 

Ms L. Mettam interjected. 

Mr T.J. HEALY: Thank you, member for Vasse. During the discussion—I think it was the second reading of the 
bill or a matter of public interest—the member for Vasse said that she wanted to see investment in infrastructure 
in the area. I did some research going through the budget documents and I am very happy to read out the awesome 
projects that are happening in the electorates of the member for Vasse and the member for Dawesville. 

Ms L. Mettam: Please, start with Vasse! 

Mr T.J. HEALY: Because the member for Vasse was after some infrastructure, Cape Naturaliste College is in 
her electorate and I believe $32 million is coming through. For Geraldton, $5 million was allocated to 
John Willcock College. An amount of $8 million has been allocated to Wandina Primary School. In South Perth, 
the Kwinana Freeway–Manning Road on-ramp is being constructed, and I know the member is very happy with 
that. The member for Nedlands is not in the chamber now, but during the debate — 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 

Mr T.J. HEALY: Sorry; Dawesville—my apologies! In Dawesville, there is $200 000 for the Falcon Beach 
enclosure and $500 000 in Peel–Harvey estuary grants over the next three years. 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 

Mr T.J. HEALY: Sorry; if the maps are wrong, I apologise, member for Dawesville. I remember that the member 
for Nedlands had a great quote in his speech and I missed it at the time because I wanted to jump up and say it. He 
said that he wished there was something in the budget for underground power! I did not get my paperwork together; 
I was so excited that I just did not get it organised in time. 

Member for Nedlands, I am very happy to announce that Floreat west, Floreat north and Floreat east—in fact, 
Floreat in general—will get underground power. That is documented in this budget. I say to the member for 
Nedlands, through the members in this place, that that is fantastic. We are very happy that it is documented in the 
budget that that will take place.  

The member for Riverton often talks about how Willetton Senior High School has not been given more funding 
to undertake the next phase of projects. An amount of $50 million has already been spent on that great school. 
That is where I did one of my teaching pracs. The funding for that school has been cut. I think I saw the 
Deputy Leader of the Opposition look through her budget documents when I quoted that during the budget debate. 
I was very happy to inform the Leader of the Opposition that page 170 of volume 1 of budget paper No 2 outlines 
that $3.5 million will be spent in 2017–18 on Willetton Senior High School, as it should be. This is the first time 
in many years that a budget delivers across all our electorates, as opposed to neglecting some areas. It is fantastic 
to see that.  

I now move to the $8.4 million of funding for Southern River College. A slight aspersion was cast on me by the 
member for Riverton. He said that I was dishonest about my story about Southern River College. I will tell that 
story now, because it is a beautiful story. At the 2013 state election, the Barnett–Nahan government said that all 
pre-1980 schools would be redeveloped. If I am incorrect, please correct me. That is a lot of schools. In the 1970s, 
the state government undertook a big cookie-cutter program. I can walk around most of those schools and find my 
way around, because they all have the same design. Gosnells Senior High School, now Southern River College, 
was built in the mid-1970s, so it qualified for that program. It is a great school, but it is old, and the maintenance 
and upgrades that need to be done have not been done. I will tell members why I have an issue. In 2013, I was 
a member of the school board, along with my good friend Peter Abetz, the former member for Southern River. He 
is a good man. I was the representative of the State School Teachers’ Union of Western Australia. The member 
for Riverton referred to my union as the militant teachers’ union. I was at that school when the former member for 
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Southern River, Peter Abetz, along with the former Premier, the member for Cottesloe, said that every pre-1980 
school would be redeveloped. The Liberals won the 2013 election, and congratulations. It was an emphatic win. 
Well done.  

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 

Mr T.J. HEALY: Well done, member for Dawesville! 

Mr D.R. Michael: And the bad graphic designer!  

Mr T.J. HEALY: That is right—the graphic designer, the member for Balcatta, at the time. He pulled our side 
down clearly. Apologies.  

After the election, the government said, “Sorry, we can’t deliver on that anymore.” There were many of these 
pre-1980 schools. I cannot speak about all of them. I have not taught at all those schools. I was teaching at 
Southern River College. We missed out. Later that year, an announcement was made about significant cuts to 
education funding. The Sunday Times listed the cut to Southern River College as the fourth worst in the state. 
Southern River College is in a low socioeconomic area, it has students with poor levels of literacy and numeracy, 
and it has a significant number of Indigenous students. Why did that school get such a significant cut in funding? 
The member for Riverton said that I was dishonest when I said that we had lost education assistants in our 
classrooms. He said that he had looked me up on Facebook and I was telling lies. These education assistants 
disappeared from our school. I did not see any education assistants. Maybe they were hiding under the desks. 
Maybe they were wearing camouflage on the day I was in my classroom. Maybe they were in other schools. I do 
not know. As a teacher in a public school, I can tell members that we did not see them. It is fantastic that finally 
we have a government that will deliver. I was very proud in January to stand with Mark McGowan and Sue Ellery 
and announce further funding of $8.4 million for Southern River College. It was fantastic to see that take place. 
Yes, the cheque has been delivered.  

Mr S.K. L’Estrange interjected. 

Mr T.J. HEALY: We have delivered, member for Churchlands, on the things we said we would deliver. I take 
the member’s criticism of me, and it cuts me deeply, Sir. I am sorry that we are delivering on the things we said 
we would deliver. I do not know what opposition members want us to do. If we do not deliver on things, they say, 
“Why did you not deliver?” If we do deliver on things, they say, “Member for Southern River, stop telling people 
why you keep delivering on the things you said you would deliver”. When we open the Canning Vale train line, 
when we open the new primary schools, and when we open each of these new infrastructure projects, I think 
opposition members will say the same thing: “Member for Southern River, why do you keep doing, the same as 
the rest of your government, all the things you said you would do?” It is fantastic to be part of a government that 
is delivering on these things. The freeze on TAFE fees that is included in this budget will also greatly assist. It was 
irresponsible that the former government put us in this mess. However, we are slowly returning to a position in 
which we can support our communities and provide surety for TAFE students for the next few years. That is 
a significant achievement.  

In the time remaining to me, I want to talk briefly about manufacturing and about our local jobs bill that will come 
into Parliament soon. Imagine if the McGowan government’s bill to provide for local procurement and local 
manufacturing had been introduced by the former government. Imagine if the Swan River bridge had been built in 
this state rather than in Malaysia. Imagine if we had had local apprentices and local procurement for 
Perth Children’s Hospital. We would probably not have had the issues with the dodgy asbestos. I commend the 
budget and I ask that we fix the black hole left by the Barnett government. 

MR Z.R.F. KIRKUP (Dawesville) [8.56 pm]: It gives me great pleasure to speak on the Appropriation (Recurrent 
2017–18) Bill 2017. Before I kick off, I would like to congratulate the member for Kalgoorlie on his steadfast 
approach in defending his district. He and I often have disagreements, particularly with regard to regionality. The 
member for Kalgoorlie sometimes struggles to accept the fact that Mandurah is regional.  

A member interjected. 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: It shocks me too, member for Burns Beach. I absolutely try my best, on a regular basis, to 
disabuse the member of that notion. Madam Deputy Speaker, I do not understand why the member for Burns Beach 
is able to speak from a chair that is not his. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is funny you should say that, member for Dawesville. Yet again, you are correct. 
Members, you must be in your seat to comment, and please do not interject.  
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Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. The member for Kalgoorlie and I often debate points 
of contest or competition. Most recently, I was informed by the Chamber of Minerals and Energy that the district 
of Dawesville has the highest gold sector workforce of any district. It was of great interest to me today when the 
Liberal Party decided, rightly so, that we should vote to support the disallowance motion when it comes to the 
other place. I will go through the five districts in which the gold sector workforce is most highly represented. First 
is the district of Dawesville, as I have said; second is the district of Butler; third is the district of Warnbro; fourth 
is the district of Mandurah, unsurprisingly; and fifth is the district of Swan Hills. I think the districts of Maylands 
and Hillarys have the lowest gold sector workforce. I am proud to support the work of the member for Kalgoorlie 
because his advocacy has a direct impact on jobs in my electorate. That is why I am pleased to join with the 
member for Kalgoorlie and members of the Liberal Party, both here and in the upper house, to ensure that this 
disallowance motion succeeds.  

Mr M. Hughes interjected. 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I am glad the member for Kalamunda is in the chamber tonight, because from all accounts, 
from everything we hear, he does not want to be here anymore. So I am so glad to see him in the chamber for once.  
Mr S.K. L’Estrange: He’s on only 2.5 per cent. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: That is right—2.5 per cent. I think he might be, as we like to say it, a “oncer”. 
Mr D.A. Templeman: Those numbers are a bit dodgy for you, son! 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: That is right! Well, I do not talk about my margin too often! 
Several members interjected. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The member for Dawesville has the call. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
I will get to the substantive nature of my comments here this evening. Very quickly, I would like to talk about 
electricity choices, sort of spurred on by a comment left by a Beryl Mackintosh on my Facebook page recently — 
Mr T.J. Healy: The same Beryl as before? 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: This is the same Beryl as before. She is very active in my district, member for 
Southern River. Good memory! I have gone to the rather arbitrary — 
Mr T.J. Healy: It’s not the Beryl from Southern River? 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: No, that is right! 
I have gone to the rather arbitrary measure of printing something from Facebook. I find that a bit inconsistent, but 
for the purposes of Hansard and to quote this properly I printed it off. Beryl wrote of the government — 

They have already ripped into the low income families by doubling the supply charge on our power 
bills.got mine today .thanks — 

I am quoting — 
McGowan and your brilliant treasurer not booo. 

The sarcasm might be somewhat lost on Beryl when it comes to the text and a Facebook comment, but the 
substantive concerns echoed by Beryl there are correct. I am not an energy expert, but I think it is important that 
we very briefly discuss some of the issues relating to electricity choice in Western Australia, and the concerns 
from mums and dads in my district when it comes to where and how they buy electricity. 
From this budget and the fees and charges announced prior to the budget being handed down—as a result of the 
election it was slightly delayed—we see that the government wants to see a 29.5 per cent increase in electricity 
bills over the term of government. That is what has been forecast. Members, I understand that that means that we 
will see customers pay true cost reflectivity for electricity, and it will remove the only remaining barrier, as 
I understand it, to opening up the market in Western Australia for competition. To me, we have a monolithic, 
heavily unionised, state-owned energy corporation in Western Australia. I have seen the answers to parliamentary 
questions today that have come back — 
Mr D.T. Punch: Perhaps you want the eastern states model? 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I think there is a range of options to look at, member for Bunbury. But we have seen answers 
to questions come back today from the energy minister regarding the State Fleet. Members will see from those 
answers that there are a number of vehicle purchases—this is just as a for instance—that show a significant amount 
of fat within the electricity corporations in Western Australia. They absolutely — 
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Mr I.C. Blayney: “Featherbedding” is what it is called. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Feather beating? 
Mr I.C. Blayney: “Featherbedding”. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: The member for Geraldton informs me that it is called “featherbedding”. 
That is absolutely it. Members of these staff, who I am sure do a good job within these electricity corporations, are 
featherbedding. There are some amazing vehicles in there that a public servant would not be entitled to access in 
any other case, but — 
Mr T.J. Healy: What does that mean? 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Well, it shows to me, member for Southern River — 
Mr T.J. Healy: No, “featherbedding”, I mean. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I do not know what “featherbedding” means. I am sure the member for Geraldton — 
Several members interjected. 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: — will be able to apprise us of that later on. 
I say that that shows me that these corporations are fat, and a lot of fat could be cut. I think the state would benefit 
from some friendly competition. 
Mr D.T. Punch interjected. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Member for Bunbury, they are fat because there is no pressure, competition or incentive for 
these organisations—these corporations—to save money or run more efficiently. When we talk about — 
Several members interjected. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: If they be — 
Several members interjected. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Mirrabooka, that is untidy. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker, for your protection from the member for Mirrabooka. 
Comments have been made from this side of the house that if there was more competition for these corporations, 
they could be run more efficiently, new ideas could be easily brought to market and the benefits would be passed 
on to the mums and dads in my district who are bearing the brunt, like Beryl said before, of the pain of this 
government’s price rises. South Australia is engaging with a fantastic company like Tesla to look at battery storage 
and solar power. To me, that cannot happen in the state of Western Australia—a state known for its 
entrepreneurship—because we have a state-owned energy corporation that has no incentive, no ability and no 
competition. If competition was brought into the marketplace, maybe we might see some more alternative energy 
sources and energy corporations come into this state. Importantly, we might see price reductions, which the 
member for Kalamunda, sitting on his 2.5 per cent margin, and the member for Joondalup, sitting on her 
0.8 per cent margin, might be interested in. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr D.A. Templeman: I find it fascinating that members all sit here complicit in those price rises that they intend 
on burdening the families of Western Australia with. I am certain that they will not forget members when the state 
election comes around in 2021. 
Mr S.K. L’Estrange: You won’t let them, member! 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: And certainly I will not let them, and nor will any member on this side of the house. We 
will make sure that every single day of the campaign when the member for Burns Beach is out there we remind 
them exactly what has been done and the decisions members opposite made. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: It seems to me that there are obvious benefits in having a competitive gas market in 
Western Australia. I understand that consumers are enjoying some sort of discount on their bills of up to 
25 per cent. Why would the government not want to pass that on to electricity consumers in Western Australia? It 
is probably quite clear to members opposite; they all know the reason. I will go through my hypothesis. 
We know the Treasurer of Western Australia is a proponent of selling Western Power and exposing Synergy to 
competition. We all know that. The Treasurer of Western Australia is on the record as having said that; I suspect 
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he will soon be the Leader of the Labor Party, member for Southern River. We know the Minister for Energy; 
Treasurer — 
Mr T.J. Healy: Synergy or Western Power? They are separate. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Sorry; let me be clear. We know the Treasurer; Minister for Energy is a well-known 
proponent of selling Western Power and exposing Synergy to competition. I understand they are very much 
different, but he can have a position that sees one exposed to competition and the other sold. We know that the 
Treasurer, when he came out with those comments, was not necessarily so supported by the unions. We know that. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: The Treasurer is now refusing to announce when the electricity market will be open to 
competition. I suspect, members opposite, that that is because some heavy union pressure is being burdened on 
him in cabinet. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: The truth is that an inefficient, state-owned energy corporation has a fair number of union 
members in it, and they benefit from the lack of competition in Western Australia. 
Mr M.J. Folkard: What’s the issue? 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: “What is the issue?”, member for Burns Beach! I realise that procedure in this place is lost 
on the member for Burns Beach when he tries to supplant his mate to become the Commissioner of Police. But let 
me tell the member for Burns Beach that it is not a good thing to have a heavily unionised, state-owned energy 
corporation now trying to disabuse the Treasurer of his own convictions because he wants to see that corporation 
sold. To me that seems slightly askew; there is something slightly awry there. But members opposite are very, 
very happy to defend the union puppet masters that dictate what they do and what is said in the cabinet room and 
caucus. The truth is that the Electrical Trades Union, the Australian Manufacturing Workers’ Union and the 
Australian Services Union sit there and are all opposed to the forecast mooted by the Treasurer as to what he 
wanted to do.  

Mr D.T. Punch: What’s the price of a kilowatt in New South Wales? 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: There is some more competition there, and New South Wales is part of the national 
electricity market, as the member for Bunbury is well aware. 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: With only four minutes — 

Mr S.K. L’Estrange: They’ve got a moratorium on gas! 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: That is right. I have only four minutes, so I cannot explain the intricacies of the national 
electricity market and the grid on the east coast. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I realise the member for Bunbury, like me, is new to this place, so I will just go through this 
very quickly. I expect that the Labor Party—the parliamentary party and certainly the cabinet—has been read the 
riot act by those union members. The AMWU secretary, Steve McCartney, has publicly berated the Treasurer and 
undermined the Treasurer, and somehow, oddly enough, we have seen the Treasurer change his position. Does 
that not strike to the heart of the problem with this government? That is, no matter what happens here, the 
government is very happy to ensure that families in Western Australia share the burden, but it allows open access 
to the unions that control exactly what the government does, and it does exactly what the unions tell it to. Whenever 
the Australian Manufacturing Workers’ Union asks the Treasurer to jump in, he simply now asks how high. He 
will not stand there and make sure that he stays with his convictions—that is, to see Western Power sold and 
exposed to competition. I feel for the state’s Treasurer; I really do. 

Ms J.M. Freeman: That is no different from the mining industry standing out the front. 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: It is absolutely different, member for Mirrabooka. For one thing, a significant number of 
unions are in control of the caucus. There is no such mechanism in the Liberal party room. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I have only three minutes left, and as much as I am enjoying this, I miss the member for 
Wanneroo, wherever she is. She is usually my sparring partner in here. 

Mr S.K. L’Estrange: And the member for Kingsley. 
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Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: That is right—the member for Kingsley. I refer to an article in The West Australian on 
16 March that forecast the cabinet composition with the newly elected government. Interestingly enough, the 
article states that Madam President would be Madam Deputy President because those opposite were not too sure 
whether they wanted her there, to ensure that they could keep the numbers in the other house. Nonetheless, that 
article states that the member for Victoria Park has no union alignment. That means to me that without any union 
shield, he is pretty much exposed in his caucus; he has no ability to stand up to the unions that control the direction 
of the state Labor Party. This is witnessed by the fact that he refuses to announce the opening up of competition 
in the electricity market in Western Australia despite it being in the best interests of families, who will now be 
forced to pay 29 per cent increases over the forward estimates. 

There are a number of leakers opposite. 

Ms J.M. Freeman: A number? 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: A number, member for Mirrabooka, because so many are so upset that they did not make 
their way to cabinet. The member for Armadale and I have much in common—that is, that while the member for 
Rockingham is Premier, neither he nor I will be a minister in this government. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: Was that the punchline? 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: There is more to come. I am trying to draw this out, member for Mandurah. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: I have a serious question. Have you sorted out that shark barrier thing? 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: We are still trying. All I know, and what we hear from those Labor leakers, is that it is only 
a matter of time before this Treasurer is replaced. I suspect he knows that, and I fear for what that might mean for 
the families of Western Australia. 

MS L. METTAM (Vasse) [9.12 pm]: I would also like to contribute to the third reading debate of the 
Appropriation (Recurrent 2017–18) Bill 2017 and make comments in three different areas. Since the budget was 
introduced there has been much talk about budget repair, but what we are seeing is debt increasing by 33 per cent 
over the next term of government to $43.6 billion. There have already been a string of broken election promises, 
including commitments to the gold sector that were made in the lead-up to the state election. Households are also 
very well aware of the impact of increased fees and charges as well as other direct impacts on small business. What 
is concerning is that fees and charges that have increased by $3.5 billion will be offset by an increase of only 
$3.7 billion in election commitments. I am also concerned that while many households and small businesses are 
expected to do the heavy lifting, the Western Australian parliamentary Labor Party went to the election without a plan 
to effect budget repair, and we are not seeing a reduction in debt, something the Labor government also promised. 
Several members interjected. 
Ms L. METTAM: I merely say that because it was very clear that the Labor Party went to the election with no 
plan of reducing debt. At the same time it made a string of election commitments that effectively pork-barrelled 
into Labor seats. A clear indication of that is contained in the budget map of all the different regions across 
Western Australia. The south west is not mentioned as a region; it is mentioned only by the defining towns of 
Albany, Bunbury and Collie, given the fact that areas outside those towns will not receive any commitment at all. 
In fact, whilst we saw heavy commitments for the electorate of Collie, the electorate of Vasse, and Margaret River 
and the region surrounding Margaret River, effectively received nothing in election commitments. That was not 
the case under the previous government; things were quite different. When the Liberal–National government was 
in power, a raft of important commitments were made in the member for Murray–Wellington’s electorate, 
including a $50 million upgrade to the Coalfields Highway and a $7 million upgrade to Collie Hospital. Of course 
the SuperTowns program committed $7 million to that area as well. 
It is also of great concern that the budget has a lack of funding for outstanding issues relating to the dual 
carriageway—a road project progressed under the former government—for a road that sees up to 14 000 vehicle 
movements a day and has experienced a number of crashes over recent years. It is in an area that has seen 
significant population growth in a fast-growing region. I was also very disappointed that there are outstanding 
concerns with the future of the RAC rescue helicopter. The RAC, the community and all volunteer groups 
associated with emergency response are worried about the funding of that chopper into the future, given it plays 
such an important role in responding to road crashes as well as to other accidents in the region. In fact, the 
helicopter responded to 741 emergencies in the south west region last year, 459 of which were road crashes, as 
I have mentioned. 
I was very pleased with how the estimates process ran in relation to questions to the Minister for Tourism. I could 
not say the same for the Minister for Water, who filibustered and in many respects avoided answering questions. 
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I was able to ask the Minister for Tourism a range of questions. I have outstanding concerns about the 
mega-department, the Department of Jobs, Tourism, Science and Innovation, which sees Tourism WA effectively 
hidden. The appropriation of $425 million, which is the commitment the Labor Party went to the election with, is 
effectively allocated to the whole of the department and not directly to Tourism WA. That means that we cannot 
be assured that funding will not be siphoned off to other areas. It may not be used specifically to fund destination 
marketing. 
I am also concerned that the minister is considering abandoning the previous government’s goal of increasing the 
value of tourism to $12 billion by 2020. The value of tourism this year is predicted to be $10.3 billion. Given what 
we achieved, there is a greater supply of private investment in the market in the form of affordable hotels. These 
enterprises invested in this state because of what has been built and Perth is no longer considered to be Dullsville—
a mantle that this capital received under the previous government.  
We have seen the growth of key infrastructure across the city and state, such as Perth Stadium, Elizabeth Quay 
and the Western Australian Museum. 
I believe we have the potential to see the value of tourism grow, but we require not only a dedicated department 
but also a dedicated chief executive officer, which is what we are now missing. We need someone who is dedicated 
to Tourism WA and who has the marketing and destination experience to negotiate with airlines to acquire and 
procure large destination marketing events for this state, to really put the region on the map. 
It is a tough time for tourism in Western Australia. Although there has been tourism growth in every other state, 
there has been a reduction in eastern states visitors to Western Australia. On the other hand, it is interesting to note 
that the Margaret River region in the Vasse electorate has not had the same drop in interstate visitors that the rest 
of Western Australia has so significantly experienced across the board. That also points to the value of the 
Busselton–Margaret River Airport expansion. Of course, that will be successful only if it is backed up with 
effective destination marketing and events. We need to ensure that events such as the Margaret River Gourmet 
Escape, CinefestOZ and IRONMAN continue to put that region on the map. The infrastructure is one part of the 
puzzle, but it is also important that we secure airlines to the region. If we do not have that follow-through, the 
challenge will be very difficult to achieve. 

Those are largely all the comments I was going to make. I will just finish by saying that the changes that have been 
introduced in this budget will have the impact of hurting small businesses, households and families. The increased 
payroll tax for businesses will hurt households; it is an increase of 6.5 per cent for companies with payrolls of 
$1.5 billion. I was very pleased to support the blocking of the gold tax or royalty hike today. A number of people 
in the Vasse electorate—all roads lead to Vasse!—are involved in the gold sector. It is very clear, with more than 
3 000 jobs and small businesses linked to the sector, that the ramifications of hiking the tax on the industry would 
be immense. Many of us will agree that this is not the time to put pressure on jobs in Western Australia. 
We have also seen steep increases in household fees and charges introduced by this government. Electricity bills 
are up by $169, vehicle registration is up by 5.5 per cent and we have also seen the capping of the Seniors Card 
rebate. There have also been cuts to the wages of frontline public servants, which will have an impact on not only 
the livelihoods of individual Western Australians and small businesses, but also the tourism sector, given that the 
discretionary spend of all Western Australians has an impact on how our small businesses are supported and 
operate, and how people across regional Western Australia travel. 
MR I.C. BLAYNEY (Geraldton) [9.24 pm]: I want to speak briefly on the third reading of the Appropriation 
(Recurrent 2017–18) Bill 2017. Mostly I want to talk about the developments, I suppose we could call them, in 
the royalties for regions program. Under the previous government, a great number of programs in the regions were 
done through the development commissions and royalties for regions. Someone made the point that they had not 
had a government school built in their electorate for the last eight and a half years. The Barnett government built 
the first new government primary school in Geraldton since 1979, so I think we have been doing it a bit harder 
than others. 
Development commission projects had to go through a six-stage approval process. It was lengthy and very, very 
accountable. As the local member, I thought the Mid West Development Commission’s stewardship, if you like, 
of the midwest investment plan was very thorough and that it looked after the money very carefully. It did not 
actually spend the money as quickly as it should have and, of course, from what I can work out from this budget, 
we have come to regret that quite strongly. 
A number of projects that were in the pipeline seem to have disappeared. There was $20 million for the expansion 
of the Geraldton Museum, and $15 million for work on the Abrolhos Islands; thankfully, $10 million of that 
funding was restored in the budget. I note that the National Party made an allocation from royalties for regions of 
$45 million for Geraldton Hospital, and I have been told by people in the commission that a substantial amount of 
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money was sitting in the commission for the expansion of that hospital. There was $60 million for the 
Meekatharra–Wiluna road, and approximately $10 million for half of the funds required for a combined 
Department of Health and Geraldton Universities Centre accommodation facility. That comes to roughly 
$135 million. A lot of these projects were not finalised; they were in the pipeline through the six-stage process. 
Some needed only a final signature. I can only assume that these projects have now been lost to the midwest and 
the funds moved elsewhere. Just going on the budget, they will go to Collie–Preston, Albany and the Pilbara. 
Royalties for regions has been a valuable source of funds in my electorate. I went through a couple of documents the 
other day to come up with the various things that have been funded by royalties for regions projects. They include: 
Foodbank’s new facilities; the Geraldton foreshore works; coastal erosion works; the Geraldton Residential College; 
the Greenough River Solar Farm; the Kalbarri Skywalk in the member for Moore’s electorate; a couple of lots of 
upgrades at the Geraldton Airport; moving the Geraldton Library; the Square Kilometre Array power station; 
$25 million for Central TAFE; the emergency radio network throughout the regions; about 130 new towers for the 
mobile phone network; 500 LUX lights at Wonthella Oval; the expansion of the Geraldton Universities Centre; 
year 7 classrooms at John Willcock College; the Chrysalis House Women’s Refuge; the Geraldton Racecourse; 
Greenough Bridge; the Monsignor Hawes Heritage Centre; the restoration of Geraldton’s original railway station, 
which was the first in the state; the regional mens’ health scheme; the Kalbarri St John Ambulance subcentre in the 
member for Moore’s electorate; the Yalgoo community hub in the member for North West Central’s electorate; the 
Wubin–Mullewa road in the member for Moore’s electorate; the Goldfields Highway in the member for North West 
Central’s electorate; aquaculture projects; the Royal Flying Doctor Service; and the patient assisted travel scheme. 
A vast number of things were done under the royalties for regions scheme, and I have to say that I suspect that under 
any other structure, they probably would not have been done. 
The previous member for Murray–Wellington had the disbursements from royalties for regions tabled by the 
Parliamentary Library by region. I have it here; a lot of members will have seen the table. Of course, the member 
for Mandurah knows about the allocation for Peel and its vast discrepancy with other electorates, but the problems 
in Peel are probably very different from the problems in North West Central or the Kimberley. 
I have always wanted to know the methodology for how the allocation was made, but I was never able to find out. 
At least under the previous system an allocation was made per region that we could all see. I might have missed 
something in the budget, but there now seems to be no accountable allocation per region. The only way for us to 
work it out will be to work backwards from funds we can see were actually spent, if we can find them. 
Mr R.S. Love interjected.  

Mr I.C. BLAYNEY: The point I make is that both sides of Parliament have complained about the method of 
allocating the goods and services tax, but when the commonwealth government allocates the GST, at least it uses 
a formula and that formula is public—everybody can see what it is even if they do not understand it. A useful tool 
of accountability would be an open process that allows people to understand how royalties for regions funds are 
allocated across the regions. 

There were some weekend announcements in Geraldton. 

Ms S.F. McGurk interjected. 

Mr I.C. BLAYNEY: I have the analysis of how it was allocated, but I want to know how the government came 
to those allocations. Did it use formulas? 

Mr D.A. Templeman: What was the criteria? 

Mr I.C. BLAYNEY: Exactly. How did the government decide? 

Mr D.A. Templeman: One criteria never used was population. 

Mr I.C. BLAYNEY: We are talking about hundreds, if not thousands, of millions of dollars and no-one wanted 
to tell us how it was allocated. Eighty million dollars — 

Mr R.S. Love interjected. 

Mr I.C. BLAYNEY: He is not in his seat and he has not interjected on me yet. 

Mr R.S. Love: There is a rationale. 

Mr I.C. BLAYNEY: Okay, but I think it should be open and accountable. 

Apparently, there is $80 million for Geraldton in the budget. I went through the $80 million. There is an allocation 
of $6.5 million for the airport runway. I will pay the government that one, because it is new money. There is 
$18.6 million and $5 million respectively for the high schools. That work has been done. The money was allocated 
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a couple of years ago and is not new money. It is not budget money. Short tenure units were paid for and installed 
by the previous government and there is $45 million for a hospital that the government is saying it has to replan. 
I have seen quite a lot of the work done on the Liberal proposal, which amounts to $138.5 million. The $45 million 
was not in the budget and all that was referred to was planning. The $80 million rapidly shrinks to far less. 

Obviously, I had issues with some aspects of the royalties for regions program, but — 

Mr D.A. Templeman: You definitely had an issue with one National Party candidate up there! 

Mr I.C. BLAYNEY: It was not just me! 

Mr D.A. Templeman: I know! 

Mr I.C. BLAYNEY: I think they did as well. 

The midwest, my home region, is vast and comprises 20 per cent of Western Australia. Its population is 
57 000 people and, of those, 41 000 live in Geraldton. Across the rest of the region, there are few people. If we as 
a region have to fight the population of Perth, which is a couple of million, for money, we have no chance. Without 
a doubt, royalties for regions changed the face of regional Western Australia—there is no doubt about it—and it 
will be the defining legacy of the Barnett government. 

MR R.S. LOVE (Moore) [9.32 pm]: It is good to have a chat about the Appropriation (Recurrent 2017–18) 
Bill 2017 and to talk about some of the things that came out of the estimates and also events of the recent past. 

Today, of course, the Irish President was in the chamber and he gave a very erudite speech largely about the 
influence of the Irish diaspora in Australia generally and also Western Australia. One of the gentlemen he 
highlighted was a fellow by the name of Paddy Hannan, who was responsible for the discovery of gold in 
Kalgoorlie in the last century. Of course, gold has been a rather topical subject of late as the government seeks to 
punish the gold industry with an unnecessary and rather foolishly thought-out increase in the gold royalty, which, 
I understand, is now the subject of a disallowance motion in the upper house. I witnessed Hon Jacqui Boydell from 
the National Party speak on the disallowance motion just a while ago. 

It was quite instructive to hear the Irish President talk about the importance of the gold industry. In 2014 another 
fellow from Ireland who sits in the Legislative Council, the Minister for Environment; Disability Services, 
Hon Stephen Dawson, spoke about gold in Kalgoorlie. He said that gold is a very important industry for Kalgoorlie 
and that it is not making the same sort of money as BHP Billiton and other iron ore miners. It is very interesting 
that these two fellows with Irish connections have highlighted the importance of the goldmining industry and what 
it means to Western Australia. 

Of course, today there was a rally out of the front of Parliament House. I witnessed the Treasurer tell the miners 
that nobody would lose their job. In fact, he challenged employers to guarantee people’s jobs into the future. I do 
not know how he could expect them to do that in a volatile mining industry, but somehow he thought that was an 
important thing to do. I do not know whether people in a particular mining industry will lose their jobs in the future 
under normal circumstances, but certainly in the circumstances of being faced with a mining royalty impost of the 
type that the government is trying to foist upon the industry, that seems to be a threat to those who work in the 
mining industry. 

I am looking at a quote from an article in The West Australian of last Thursday. The article refers to a Mr Wallis, 
who is part of a family-owned drilling outfit, Wallis Drilling. Mr Wallis’s contribution in The West Australian 
reads — 

His firm was considering adding two rigs to its fleet this year to take advantage of a long-awaited pick-up 
in exploration spending by the miners. “But two weeks ago, I said to my people, ‘Stuff this, it’s not going 
to happen’,” he told a meeting of gold miners yesterday. 

The comment piece in The West Australian reads — 

The industry needs a few more like Graeme Wallis to tell their story. 

A few people of that type told their story out the front of Parliament today. I am very pleased that the Nationals 
and now the Liberals and others are moving to block the ridiculous impost on a very important industry for much 
of the inland areas of Western Australia, but an industry that does not have the capacity of some of the larger, very 
high volume iron ore mines to absorb such an impost. 

One of the things that the budget and estimates process highlighted for my electorate is that it is very evident that 
royalties for regions has been thoroughly raided and abused by the government. I went through the figures with 
the member for Warren–Blackwood, the former Minister for Regional Development, and talked to him about the 
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effect of changes to royalties for regions in the future. He pointed out that, I think, more than 43 per cent of the 
entire budget of royalties for regions in the last year of the forward estimates will be used for what is called 
substitution; in other words, it is being used for purposes that otherwise would have been paid for by consolidated 
revenue. In fact, if we look at the intent of some of these expenditures, I do not think that level of substitution has 
reached its zenith. Certainly, the impost of the charge for water users in regional areas in the last year is not yet at 
100 per cent. It will grow.—It is not in the budget, but certainly the evident trend will mean that in the future, well 
over half of royalties for regions money will be spent on substitution, which will lead to a situation in which those 
areas that were receiving the benefit of royalties for regions will see a real diminution of that input.  

Indeed, in my humble little area of the electorate of Moore, there was some very bad news for the 20-odd thousand 
people who live in the growth areas of Moore—the areas on the outskirts of Perth and heading up the coast to 
Dongara—when it became evident that the health fund that we had worked hard to establish in the previous 
government’s term had been slashed. That health fund would have provided a whole range of services, such as 
post-hospital care, aged care, community-based care and perinatal care, that are not available in that area at the 
moment. Regional people will suffer directly as a result of this government’s quite callous disregard for their 
future. The children at Moora residential college were told that their college was to be upgraded. Plans were placed 
in the main hall in the college. That program is dead and finished—it is not going to happen. 

The people of the Shires of Wongan–Ballidu and Dalwallinu travel up and down a notoriously dangerous road called 
the Northam–Pithara Road. The northern section of that road, where it runs through my electorate, is nothing more 
than a goat track. Royalties for regions had put $18.41 million towards the redevelopment of that road, but there was 
also federal money attached to that road as a result of that state government commitment. Not only has the 
$18.4 million been lost for that road, but also there is the certain loss of federal money as well. Those people will 
continue to have to travel on a substandard road. The road is actually the main link between the Dalwallinu Hospital 
and the Northam Hospital. Patients from Dalwallinu who have to be sent to Northam for further treatment have to 
travel down that road, which has a drop-off on the shoulder that is sometimes up to eight inches deep. They have to 
travel in an ambulance past road trains and all sorts of heavy traffic on what is a very primitive piece of road. That is 
a disgrace. We all have social media sites and we all use them as a way of garnering what the public think about 
things. One of the most active posts I have ever put on social media was the announcement of funding for this road. 
To lose that will be a bitter pill for the people of Dalwallinu and Wongan–Ballidu. 

Furthermore, the state government has reneged on a program for the redevelopment of the Jurien Bay marina, 
which was built in the 1980s. It has never really been a viable marina for a couple of reasons; firstly, because of 
the crash in the crayfish industry that occurred in about 2005 to 2007 and, secondly, the design of the marina has 
meant that there has been significant degradation of the water quality in the marina. At times, the water quality 
gets so bad that it starts to attack the hulls of the aluminium boats. Acidic hydrogen sulphide levels build up to the 
point where if someone leaves their boat in the water, it will just disappear. That is hardly a great outcome. We 
actually need to fix that. That is a significant state asset on the coast and it is in a degraded state. It needs to be 
fixed. The money that would have helped to sustain that marina into the future has been withdrawn by the 
government. That is another disgrace. 

Aged care is a big issue right throughout the wheatbelt area, including in my electorate. The member for Geraldton 
spoke earlier about the value of the regional development commissions, which did an important piece of work in 
this area. The chairs of the development commissions form a group called the Regional Development Council. 
One of its major works was the statewide ageing in the bush project. One of the early manifestations of that was 
a project throughout the wheatbelt. About $46 million was committed across 27 local government areas to provide 
170 age-appropriate housing units right throughout the wheatbelt region. We know that that project is largely gone. 
There will be a much smaller contestable fund available sometime in the future, but all these projects were actually 
well planned. Some of them are quite well advanced. There were people ready to go and ready to build. The 
impetus will be lost. The opportunity could well be lost for those people. That is a real shame and a real issue. It 
affects not just my electorate but also most farming areas, from the member for Roe’s area down in Esperance all 
the way up to the end of my area in Kalbarri. It is a great pity that that has happened. 

One of the aims of the previous government with the Abrolhos Islands was the development of a national park, 
which the member for Geraldton touched on. A significant amount of investment was attached to that. I am pleased 
to see that the state government is still going to spend $10 million in the budget towards the further development 
of the Abrolhos Islands. The member for Geraldton and I were in an estimates committee with the 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Environment and it became clear through the questioning process that 
the decision by the state government to abandon the process of the development of a national park in the 
Abrolhos Islands actually saved the state government nothing. I think it is in no small part due to our questioning 
of that particular parliamentary secretary that the Premier recently went to Geraldton and announced that the 
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abandoned project has been restarted. I am very pleased that we will see the development of a national park at the 
Abrolhos Islands because that is a great opportunity into the future. Perhaps it stands as some sort of testament to 
the power of estimates that our questioning in the committee process revealed that there were no savings to 
government from not developing that national park. It is great to see that that ridiculous decision has been reversed. 

One of the big issues facing farming families throughout the regions of Western Australia is the need to get their 
children to school. For many people in my electorate, there are no senior high schools available. For many people, 
there are no district high schools within a driveable distance and they have to send their children away to school. 
Some choose to send them to Perth and some choose to send them to places like Moora and Geraldton, but all 
those people face extreme costs and disadvantage in actually getting their children to school. One of the programs 
that royalties for regions was supporting was a boost to what is known as the boarding away from home allowance, 
which is a supplement paid to families who qualify for the federal assistance for isolated children program, which 
helps families to bear some of the costs of sending their children away. These are not all particularly wealthy 
families. Even if they send their children to the nearest government-funded hostel, there is still a significant gap 
between the amount of money that is available from the federal program and the cost at the hostel. This was helping 
to bridge that gap. The component that royalties for regions was funding will be stripped away progressively over 
a number of years. That is another very cruel cut for farming families. It is very mean-spirited. I really do not 
understand why a government would be trying to hurt families who are in need in that way. This has been most 
outrageous to the people of my electorate and has led to a considerable backlash from them. 

MR B. URBAN (Darling Range) [9.48 pm]: I want to start by congratulating the Socceroos for their 2–1 win 
against Syria tonight, which keeps their hopes alive for the World Cup. Congratulations! Even the member for 
Roe thinks that is a great result. 

I want to start my contribution to the debate on the Appropriation (Recurrent 2017–18) Bill 2017 by talking about 
the outer suburb growth areas of Perth. Darling Range falls just about in all of that. We have such beautiful 
landscapes up there. The hills are our equivalent of the beaches down in Cottesloe, Scarborough, Mandurah and 
Dawesville. 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup: A beautiful spot. 

Mr B. URBAN: An absolutely beautiful spot. Pickering Brook is a beautiful spot, as are Carmel, Mundaring, 
Karragullen, Roleystone, Byford, Serpentine, Mundijong, Keysbrook, Hopeland and, of course, God’s country in 
Jarrahdale. It is amazing how the outer suburb growth area of the Serpentine–Jarrahdale shire is going to have in 
excess of 100 000 people within the next 15 to 20 years. Byford will have about 50 000 people and Mundijong will 
have roughly the same number. In the last few years, the Shire of Serpentine–Jarrahdale has made strategic plans 
for the area. It had a wish list of things that were needed, including the extension of Tonkin Highway and economic 
growth in the West Mundijong industrial estate. We have managed to get that through; the Minister for Planning 
has already signed off on it. The fine details are going through the local structure plan. That is a great result. We 
also need the extension of the train line from Armadale to Byford. In the campaign period, a lot of people talked 
about how they wanted to be or did not want to be at the end of the line because so many people would use it. Kids 
have to get a bus or rely on their parents to get out of Byford, Mundijong, Jarrahdale and Serpentine. They cannot 
rely on public transport because there is none, so the Byford line is a much-needed key to getting out of the area. 
When the member for Bateman was the Minister for Transport and I was a councillor in Serpentine–Jarrahdale prior 
to coming to this place, he came down and saw the need for the extension of the train line to Byford. The member 
for Bateman also saw the need for the extension of the Tonkin Highway, which would be a much-needed relief road 
to take heavy trucks away from the South Western Highway, out of Byford and down a main arterial road through 
the guts of the shire. However, it stopped there for two reasons; there was no goodwill and, running up to the election 
campaign, the member for Canning particularly, as well as the former member for Darling Range, Tony Simpson, 
both made loads of statements that the extension of the Byford train line was much needed, but it was not delivered. 
The only people who delivered it or spoke about it were members of the current government. We have committed 
to bringing the train line down from Armadale to Byford. That will mean mums and dads can get out—particularly 
mums, because dads have to leave the area for work, which takes away the only car a family has, stranding mum 
and the kids. They will be able to go to the shops in Armadale, which is our regional area. It will also mean 
a much-needed epicentre for development around Byford town centre. We will be able to have some high-density, 
similar to Cockburn—the member is not here tonight. The town centre is a blank canvas at the moment and we can 
utilise it to make it a hub for Byford. Over time, that will also happen in Mundijong. The current government has 
committed to that through Metronet. This budget commits to the design stage of the project. We have also looked 
at alternative methods for trains to go down that line and, in cooperation with the Shire of Serpentine–Jarrahdale, 
we have looked at alternative methods to deliver the service. Will tilt-up panels lift the trains up and the road 
crossings be taken out, similar to Denny Avenue, which I will talk about in a moment? It will give an alternative 
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mode for a town centre that is striving to be properly developed. It might mean there are arches underneath the rail 
line, which are found all round Europe. They open up spaces for little shops underneath or a subway, or the train 
station can be above it, which will open up the town centre. All these concepts have been designed and included in 
a video that the shire has produced for the Minister for Transport; Planning. 

We campaigned on Denny Avenue for quite some time. The member for Armadale, at the back, has campaigned 
quite rigorously for as long as I can remember, and I have known him for almost 10 years. He has campaigned on 
it for all that time and, finally, this government has taken out the rail crossing. That was much needed, particularly 
for the people from Clifton Hills — 

Dr A.D. Buti: That’s right. 

Mr B. URBAN: I will talk about my side, not the member for Armadale’s side! It was much needed by people 
from Clifton Hills and Roleystone and the kids at Kelmscott Senior High School who can now get through there 
safely. Denny Avenue was a nightmare when I was a police officer. We went to many traffic accidents and 
fatalities in that section of road, which is about 200 metres. The crossing needed to be taken out and this 
government has delivered on that. 

I want to talk about areas that have been forgotten, including Roleystone. It is a little quaint place up in the hills. 
It has quite a large catchment of Karragullen where the Minister for Planning’s family resides. Roleystone, 
Karragullen, Pickering Brook and Carmel have been forgotten about. Through the Local Projects, Local Jobs 
program, we have assisted little community groups in these places. That was much needed by the Roleystone 
theatre, member for Mandurah—a great theatre. I have been to about half a dozen productions there. Macbeth was 
the last one, which was really good. It is an old building. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: Did you play a role? 

Mr B. URBAN: What, like a ham roll? 

Mr D.A. Templeman: I thought maybe the pantomime horse? 

Mr B. URBAN: No; that is at Christmas and we will not have photographs of that in this place! They have all 
dried out, but there are many more around. 

The Roleystone theatre is a beautiful old building. It has been renovated quite a few times by the City of Armadale. 
They needed to upgrade their lighting and sound boards because they have actors who come from all over the 
CBD. The lead Macbeth himself came from — 

Mr D.A. Templeman: He came from Scotland! 

Mr B. URBAN: He came from Scotland, but he came from Rockingham in the interim on the way through! 

Mr D.A. Templeman: Scotland–Rockingham; same thing! 

Mr B. URBAN: Yes. The theatre needed lighting, which the Local Projects, Local Jobs program gave it, as well 
as a decent sound system, which was not a cast-off from anywhere else. I think Mandurah gave it the last box and 
the Heath Ledger Theatre gave it some cast-off lights. It will enable them to have some better stage stuff, which 
will get that little community going. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: You know, some of the best productions I’ve seen have been with the lights off! 

Mr B. URBAN: I will take that interjection, member for Mandurah, just for Hansard! Another little community 
group, which is also in Roleystone, is the Roleystone gymnastics club. It is based in the Karragullen hall which, 
to be quite honest, is sort of a shed. Somewhere in the region of 180 kids from the age of two years up to adults 
use it. It provides a service for kids to practice gymnastics every single day. More important to me is that a section 
within the club helps autistic kids. The facility is renowned through the south east corridor as somewhere that kids 
with autism can go and be trained and have fun. As a group, they give an end-of-year performance in December. 
However, the club is missing quite a few things; the mats and springboards were shabby. The Local Projects, 
Local Jobs program will help the club, which will help the kids who need it. The facility will be better for them 
and safer for them. The spring-loaded floors are old. This will assist the kids, because it will make the floors softer. 
The autistic kids will benefit from that. It does not stop there, because the great parents, staff and coaches can look 
at making that facility available for other people with disabilities. That is very positive for Roleystone. Roleystone 
gymnastics is a pivotal place for kids with disabilities. Kids from the surrounding areas go to Roleystone. 
Roleystone is a hub and the best place for the kids who live in that area.  
I want to talk also about Roleystone Community Garden. Roleystone Community Garden is a small group that 
took over the grounds of the primary school when it moved to its new location. It could have been sold as vacant 
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land, but it now provides a much needed community service for the people of Roleystone. The government has 
provided funding of $7 500 to enable that group of seniors to purchase water tanks to make the community garden 
more sustainable.  
Serpentine Little Athletics Club needs funding. Byford Community Association, in cooperation with Landcare, 
needs funding to enable it to develop areas that are neglected. It does not matter how much funding there is, they 
always seemed to miss out. I know they missed out, because I was a councillor, and they kept coming to me. 
I wanted to help them, but I could not. This government has helped them. It is only $1 500, but that is a huge 
amount for that club. It will enable that group of about 30 people to redevelop the north entry statement to Byford.  
I want to talk about the volunteer firefighters in the hills areas. They are much needed and close to my heart. There 
are six volunteer bushfire brigades in Serpentine–Jarrahdale, three in the City of Armadale, which is in my patch, 
and two in Mundaring. The Jarrahdale Volunteer Bushfire Brigade needs a shed. Their equipment has been outside 
in the weather and they now have to ditch it. The shires have put together a hills plan to assist with evacuations. 
That is part of the Ferguson report. The Department of Fire and Emergency Services would not fund that shed, so 
the government, under its Local Projects, Local Jobs program, is assisting the local government to provide a shed 
in that area. I want to say thank you to the Jarrahdale Volunteer Bushfire Brigade. They are meeting tonight. I hope 
they are watching this on camera, and they will be, because my wife is there, and my boys. Billie will not be there, 
because she is in the Northern Territory. I commend the work that is done by all the volunteers in the Darling Range 
area. That is not just the firefighters. That includes the families who turn up to wash the trucks.  
MS A. SANDERSON (Morley — Parliamentary Secretary) [10.03 pm]: I also wish to speak on the 
Appropriation (Recurrent 2017–18) Bill 2017 and to indicate my support for this budget. This is the first Labor 
budget in almost nine years and it is marked very much as a Labor budget. It is a budget that seeks to share the 
burden of budget repair across the community rather than target one single group. It is a budget that protects the 
most vulnerable in our community. 
I am particularly proud of this budget because it delivers every single one of our election commitments to schools 
in my electorate of Morley. I am very proud to say as the new member for Morley that in our first year, every 
single school commitment has been met and will be met in full. That is a great outcome for our community. Many 
of the schools in my electorate are 40 to 50 years old, as is the case for a lot of the schools in the north-eastern 
corridor. The former Minister for Education has described how the architects in the 1970s went crazy when they 
were building schools. In schools like John Forrest Senior High School, my old high school, and Hampton Park 
Senior High School, we can see that type of brutalist architecture, which is now falling down and does not offer 
a very uplifting environment in which our kids can learn. Those schools will get significant investment, 
John Forrest in particular. Weld Square Primary School has suffered from significant maintenance issues. The 
admin block is entirely inadequate. That school will get a new admin block. North Morley Primary School has 
been limping along for a number of years with the library based in a demountable. For a couple of years leading 
up to the election, I was lobbied heavily by the parents at that school for a new library. I am very pleased that the 
school is already in discussions with the Department of Education about that project and that funding has been 
provided in this budget. 
Camboon Primary School also has ageing infrastructure. That school will receive almost $250 000 in funding for 
important upgrades to the early learning areas. Morley Senior High School will receive $1.5 million in funding for 
a multipurpose undercover area. This school currently has to hold school assemblies outside on the grass. Parents 
have complained to me that their children have come home sunburnt from sitting outside during assemblies. It is 
important that school communities are able to gather together to celebrate the school and celebrate achievements.  
The commitment that I am most proud of is to my old high school, John Forrest Senior High School. That is 
a $50 million commitment to essentially redevelop that school. A lot of the classrooms at that school, particularly 
the woodwork and metalwork classrooms, are the same as they were in the 1980s when I was at that school. There 
is probably something scratched out on the desk that I inflicted when I was at that school. It is good to see that 
funding. The member for Balcatta has a similar school in his electorate that will also see a significant upgrade over 
the next year, or certainly funding made available.  

Funding has also been committed towards the redevelopment of the Bayswater town centre. That is not in my 
electorate, but it is one of the closest train stations to my electorate, and people in my electorate use that train 
station regularly. With the NorthLink project, Morley, Bayswater and the eastern corridor has seen funding 
committed in this budget. The feedback that I get from the local government authorities is that they are delighted 
to see a state government putting its money where its mouth is for our area. 

In this budget, $3.1 million of funding has been provided for a slip road out of Lightning Park. That is a significant 
sporting facility in my electorate and it attracts hundreds of visitors, particularly on weekends. Access to and egress 
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from that facility has been cut off by the NorthLink development, and that has created enormous issues for local 
residents because people are using the local roads. This slip road will help keep those cars off local roads. 

This budget also delivers on the redevelopment of Morley Sport and Recreation Centre. This is an ageing piece of 
community infrastructure and very much in need of redevelopment. A great basketball team, East Perth Eagles, is 
based at that recreation centre. That basketball team currently does not have its own base and splits its games 
between The Rise in Maylands and Morley recreation centre. There are currently only two basketball courts at 
Morley recreation centre. Basketball is huge. It is very popular and incredibly well attended. However, two courts 
is not enough to cater for the demand. It is a nightmare for parents whose kids are playing games simultaneously 
in the club at different locations. It is also not good for the development and prosperity of that club and in fostering 
a sense of team and community. 

Attached to the Morley recreation centre is the oldest rugby club in Western Australia, the Perth–Bayswater Rugby 
Union Football Club. That club has also outgrown its ageing facilities. It is developing women’s teams, but it has 
no facilities to cater for women’s teams. The club is keen to work with the shire and the East Perth Eagles to bring 
those clubs together in one facility in Morley. That facility is used by people in Bedford, Dianella and Bassendean, 
and my constituents in Nollamara. It is a widely used facility. It is a really broadly used facility. There is a state 
government commitment of $2 million. I will be working hard on that because it is an around $6 million project. 
The City of Bayswater is working towards a similar $2 million commitment, so I will be working really hard to 
keep it honest to that commitment. I will also seek a commitment from the federal government and both sides of 
politics leading up to the federal election to get a good commitment for the Morley Sport and Recreation Centre. 
We want to make that development as good as it can possibly be.  

One of the biggest irritants for people in my electorate—it is what they come to me about most—is the junction of 
Wellington Road and Walter Road near Coventry Village. It was really badly planned and creates just a ripple 
effect of congestion throughout the Morley area that backs right up to Galleria Shopping Centre and further out. 
On Saturdays in particular, when Coventry markets is thumping and Morley rec centre is incredibly busy, it is total 
gridlock. People avoid coming into Morley to shop because of that junction. An amount of $1 million has been 
committed in this budget to upgrade that intersection. I will be sitting with the City of Bayswater next week to 
work out exactly what that upgrade might look like, and hope that we can implement that as soon as possible. I am 
really thrilled that this budget delivered on the commitments we took locally to the electorate.  

The $22 million of planning for the Morley–Ellenbrook rail line is really critical. It will be a really important part of 
establishing the planning, feasibility and route for that line. All those things need to be done in consultation with the 
community, and I look forward to engaging with our community on that. It is long overdue and it is much needed, 
particularly at the eastern end of my electorate where the access to bus services is paltry at best and people have to 
get everywhere by car. People simply cannot use public transport because it is not viable. I am really pleased about 
that, and I look forward to both sides of politics committing significant funding to the Morley–Ellenbrook rail line at 
the federal level so that we get a significant funding injection from the federal government. 

I struggle to understand the consistent criticism from the opposition about increasing the number of education 
assistants and Aboriginal and Islander education officers in our schools. It says to me that opposition members do 
not spend enough time in government schools or enough time talking to parents. I am a parent of a child in 
a government school who uses an EA, and all parents who are understand the value of EAs. The teachers do, the 
parents do and the school community does. To criticise that policy demonstrates to me how unbelievably detached 
the opposition is from the community. As to the decisions the opposition has made around the gold royalty, if 
opposition members take that out to their communities and say, “Do you want to see goldminers pay a bit more in 
royalties so we can provide better education and health services?” people will always say education and health 
services. Members opposite are simply consigning themselves to irrelevance by backing big business and not 
supporting policies like putting more AEIOs and EAs back into our local schools. Dianella Primary College, which 
was formerly Mirrabooka Primary School — 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members!  

Ms A. SANDERSON: One of the schools in my electorate will benefit. The EAs and AEIOs are targeted at schools 
with low socioeconomic status. Dianella Primary College will be the beneficiary of, I think, around 2.4 of those 
EAs, including an AEIO position that was previously removed. That school has an Aboriginal population. When 
I go there the parents of Aboriginal kids say to me that it is fantastic that they are getting an AEIO back at the 
school. This is a good policy, and this good Labor budget targets and prioritises social policies.  
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It is also about spreading the pain and burden. We inherited an enormous mess—we saw it coming; it was no 
surprise—and we also saw a significant writedown in revenue over the last six months. There were also a lot of 
hidden traps in the budget. Having been part of the process and having seen it up close, in every portfolio there 
were a lot of hidden traps in the commitments made by the Liberals that the community assumed were funded but 
simply were not funded. There was no funding for them in the forward estimates or even in the next year’s funding, 
so we also had to make sure that those commitments were dealt with appropriately. This week, legislation will be 
introduced into this Parliament that will freeze the pay of members of Parliament, judges and senior executive 
public servants. This is the right move. It is appropriate and it is well in tune with community expectations that we 
all share the burden of dealing with this. The $1 000 pay rise for public servants was a difficult decision to make. 
It is the right decision because it is a fair one. The sum of $1 000 is a significant pay rise for public servants on the 
lower end of the pay scale. Those at the higher end of the pay scale who can absorb things a bit better will get 
a pay rise, but it will not be as much proportionally. It will be a good pay rise for those who have less money 
coming in and that is why it is a good policy. Everyone gets the same and it benefits those on lower incomes more. 

Targeting payroll tax for the highest yielding companies is just commonsense. I have had zero pushback in my 
electorate on these budget strategies. Out of 26 000 constituents, I have had a grand total of three emails, and only 
two of those people actually live in the electorate. I will respond to all of those people. I do not want them to feel 
as though their jobs are uncertain, but let us get it into perspective. There is a much bigger picture here. Members 
on the opposite side—the Nationals and the Liberal Party—who refuse to support this important budget measure 
are committing an extraordinary act of vandalism that is so out of touch with community expectations. They need 
to step out a bit further and really ask people whether they support this—and they do. The broader community 
supports the increase in gold royalties. In fact, the rest of the resources sector supports it. All the miners, except 
goldminers, support it. If members opposite had been engaging, they would know that they support it because they 
know that the gold industry has not been paying its fair share over the years. 

This is a budget that I am absolutely proud of. It is extraordinary to me that the opposition can take itself seriously 
while complaining about debt and the measures we have put in place. That is its legacy—debt, deficit and wrong 
priorities. That is the opposite of what this budget is. We are focusing the budget on budget repair. The opposition 
needs to come to the party and do its bit to help. The community expects the opposition to help fix the mess it left 
when in government. The opposition will be judged on that at the next election. It has consigned itself to irrelevance 
if it continues to take this tack. 

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr D.A. Templeman (Leader of the House). 

House adjourned at 10.18 pm 
__________ 
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